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To hs Reader. 


OU are here preſented with the Saufen of 
ſeveral Sermons, preached by a very eminent 
Divine whoſe Praiſe is too well known amongſt the 


Churches to need any Recommendation: They 3 


bien frequently bleſſed to many of God's aſflicted peo- 


ple. Several in our Days are ſo poor, that they could 
ot buy a wholeVolume, much leſs his whole Works ; 
the godly amongſt all denominations may freely taſte = 
of. this, and I hope will be refreſhea,* for here is 
| mothing of the ſour Leaven of Party, nothing of 
a Seftarian Humour, which ſpoil the M. — of 
many; and as the Way to Heaven lays through 


nm” ribulation's Road, the Pilgrim's Heart may be en- 


couraged, whilſt the proud and the loft y may ſtare; 


look mad with rage, and brand it as e afticat m 


becauſe he underſtands it not. 55 
The reverend Author was ordained Miniſter at 


Simprin in Scotland, in the 23d year of his Age; 
married 1700 to Mrs. Catharine Brown, a Gentle- 


woman of ſingular Wiſdom, and many rare Endow- 25 


ments; eminent for ber e bearing of Af 
fiction, under which ſhe was borne down i nigh 
48 long as that Daughter of Abraham mentioned 


mn Luke x11. Ver. 11. He died in the year 


1732 3 and whilſt living, was dead to the World 
in an uncommon Degree. Finding (ſays he, in 
 « the Account of bis Life) the Bufoneſs of it en- 


* ſnaring to my Mind, I had neither Heart nor ; 


Hand for it, nor could I rver beartily apply ly my- 


«. ſelf to the managing of ſecular Affairs; the World 


T *© bhathall along been a Step-Dame to me, and what- 
1 fans 1 would have attempred to neftle in, there 
4 © Was 


Sa 
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* was a J. born of unecaf neſs laid for me. Men 
is born crying, lives complaining, and dies dif- 
appointed from that Quarter.“ 


He was much addicted to Peace, and averſe to 


| Cent, 'overſy x 3 he ſays, © I had no great difficulty to 


* retain a due Honour and Charity for my Brethren 
« differing from me; but then I was in no great 


« Hazard of being fwayed by them to depart from 


«© what I judged Truth or Duty—whatever pre- 
* cipitant Steps I made in the Courſe of my Life 


&* which I defire to be bumbled for, Raſhneſs in | 
Conduct was not my weak Side But fince the | 


Lord by his Grace brought me to conſider Things, 
it was much my Exerciſe to diſcern Sin and Duty 


e in particular Caſes, being afraid to venture on 


% Things until I found myſelf called thereto—and 


« when the Matter was cranes: to * / ! 5 


cc ſtuck faſjt by of 5 
Upon the Whole, I aſe my Gad in Jeſus 3 
„ Chriſt, that ever he made me a Chriſtian, and 


-< took an early Dealing with my Soul; and that he 
et x made me a Miniſter 

me ſoms Inſight into the Doctrine of his Grace | 
©, and that ever be gave me the bleſſed Bible and 


the Goſpel and gave 


_« brought me acquainted with the Originals, and | 


« eſpecially with the Hebrew Text.”—To con- 


clude, the Chriſtian Reader will ſee that be was a 


Servant fingularly inſtrutizd unto the Kingdom — 
Happy in finding out acceptable Words — A Mor. 


man that need not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 


mord of Truth—The Righteous ſball be bad i. in ever- 


. Remembrance. 


1 


Cx ook in the Lot; . : 


. Or the sovereignty and Wiſdom of 
S805 diſplayed i in the Aftlitions 
5 of Men. 


ECCLESIASTES vii. 13. 


Conſider the work of God: For who can 1 
that ftraight which he hath mage crooked? 


Juſt View of afflicting incidents is alto- 
_ gether neceſſary to a chriſtian deport- 

ment under them: and that view is to be ob- 
_ tained by faith, not by ſenſe. For it is the 
light of the word alone that repreſents them 
juſtly, diſcovering in them the work of God, and 
conſequently Deſigns becoming the Divine a 
perfections. Theſe perceived by the eye of 


faith, and duly conſidered, we have a juſt view _ 
_ of afflicting incidents, fitted to quell the tur- 
bulent motions of corrupt affections under dis- 1 


mal outward appearances. | 
It is under this view, that . in tlie 
preceding part of this Chapter, advances ſeve- 
ral paradoxes, which are ſurpriſing determina- 

tions in ravour of certain Hing that to the 


3 eye 


| | 5 e $48.4 
b | | 
1 eye of ſenſe, looking gloomy and h'deous, are 
therefore generally reputed gr:evo.'s and Mock: 
ing. He pronounceth the day of diath to be 
Better than the day of one's birth, namely, the 
day of the death of one, who, having come 
the friend of God through faith, hath led a 
Ife to the honour of God, and ſervice of his 
generation; and thereby raiſed the goed and ſa- 
Y voury name better than precious cintment, Ver. 1, 
In like manner, he pronounceth 7he henſe of 
| _ mourning to be preferable to the honſe of feofting, 
| forrcwv to laughter, and a wiſe men's rebuke to a 
foel's ſeng: for that, howbeit the latter are in- 
deed the more pleaſant, yet the former are the 
mote profitable, Ver. 2.—6. And obſery- 
ing with concern, how men are in hazard, not 
only from the world's frowns and ill uſage, 
„ * Oppreſſicu making a wiſe man mad, but alſo 
n from its ſmiles and carciſes, 4 git, deftroying | 
Wi. - {be beart, Ver. 7. therefore, ſince whatever {| 
bi Way it goes, there is danger, he pro nounceth 
the ed of every worldly thing better than the 
'F beginning thereof, Ver. 8. And, from the whole, 
he juſtly infers, That it is better to be humble 
and Patient, than proud and impatient under af- 
flicting diſpenſations; ſince in the former caſe, 
one wiſely ſubmits to what is really beſt; in the 
latter, he fights againſt it, Ver. 8. And he 
dchorts from being g angry with our lot, becauſe , 
of the adverſity found therein, Ver. 9. cautious 


int making odious _ ariſons of our - 
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and preſent 1 times, in that point inſinuat'n ng un- 
cler reflections on the providence of God, Ver. 
10. and againſt that querulous and fretful diſ- 
poſition, he firſt preſcribes a general remedy, 


namely, holy wiſdom, as that which enables us 


to make the belt of every thing, and even giv- 


eth life in killing circumſtances, Ver. 11, 12, 


And then a particular remedy, conſiſting in a 
due application of that wiſdom towards the 


taking a juſt view of the caſe, Conſider the 


work of God: For who can make that fra Le 


TDohich be bath made crooked ? 

Bf In theſe words are propoſed, 
1. The remedy itlelt. 

2. The ſuitableneſs thereof. 


Firſt, The remedy itſelf is a wiſe eying of the 


hand of God in all we find to bear hard upon 
us: Tonſider the work, (or, ſee thou the do-: 


| 


ing) of God,” to wit, in the crooked, rough, and 
diſagreeable parts of thy lot, the croſſes thou 


findeſt in it. Thou ſceſt very well the croſs it- 
ſelf, yea, thou turneſt it over and over in thy _ 


mind. and leiſurely vieweſt it on all ſides; 


thou leokeſt with to this and the the other ſe. 
cond caule of it; and ſo thou art. Ir Art. in a foam 
and fret: but, wouldelt thou be quieted and 


ſatisfied in the matter, lift up thine eyes to- 


| wards heaven, ſze the doing of God in it, the 


operation of his hand: look at that, and con- 

ſider it well; eye the firſt cauſe of the crook i In 
thy lot, behold how 1 it is the work of God, his doing. 

B . Secondly, : 
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Secondly; As for the ſaitableneſs of this re- 
medy that view'of the crook in our lot, is 
very ſuitable to quell indecent riſings of the 
7 heart, and may quiet us under it: * For who | 
can,“ (that is none can) make that ſtraight | 
which God hath made crooked? As to the crook 
in thy lot, God hath mage it; and it muſt con- 
tinue while he will have 1t ſo. Should'ſt thou 
ply thine utmoſt force to even it, or make it 
ſtraight, thine attempt will be vain: it will not 
alter, do all thou canſt, only he who made it 
can mend it, or make it raigbt. This conſi- 
deration, this view of the matter, is a proper 
means, at once, to ſilence and to fatisfy men, 
and ſo to bring them unto a dutiful ſubmiſſion 
to their Maker and Governor, under the crook 
in their lot. : 


Now we take up che ovrpaſs of the text in 


theſe three dofrines. I. Whatſoever crook 


there is in our loc, it is of God's making.“ II. 
< What God ſees meet to mar, we ſhall not be 
able to mend in our lot.” III. The conſi- 
dering of the crook in the lot, as the work of 
God, or of his making, is a proper means to. 
bring us to a Chriſtian deportment under it.“ 
| Poerrixs I. Whatſoever crook chere is on 
| our lot, it is of God's making.” | 


re two things fall to be confidered. name- 


by: the crook itſelf, and God's making of it. 
I. As to the crook itſelf, She 33 77 the bt, . 
for the better underſtanding thereof, theſe few 2 


wy „„ things 
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tings following are premiſed: 1. There is a 
: certain train or courſe of events by the Provi- 


3 dence of God, falling to every one of us dur- 


ing our life in this world: and that is our lot, 
as being allotted to us by the ſovereign God, h 
our Creator and Governor, in whoſe. hand 
our breath is, and whoſe are all our ways.” 


I bis train of events is widely different, to dif- 


ferent perſons, according to the will and olea- 
ſure of the ſovereign Manager, Who ordereth 
men's conditions in the world in a great verie- 
ty, ſome moving in a higher and ſome in a lower 
ſphere. 2. In that train or courſe ot events, 
fome fall out croſs to us, and againſt the grain; 
and theſe make He crock in our lot. While 
we are here, there will be croſs events, as well 
as, agreeable oncs, in our lot and condition. 
Sometimes things are ſoftly and agreeably glid- 
ing on; but, by and by, there is ſome incident 
which alters that courſe, grates us, and pains 
us, as when, having made a Wrong ; ſtep, we 
begin to halt. 3. Every body's ſot in th? 5 
world hatli ſome crook in it. Complainers are 
apt to make odious compariſons; they lock a- 
bout, and taking a diſtant view of the condi- 
tion of others, can diſcern nothing in it, hut 
what is ftraight, and juſt to their with: ſo they L 
ronounce their neighbour's $ lot wholly ſtraight, 
Bur that is a falſe verdict; there is no perfec- 


tion here, no lot out of heaven without a crock, 


wa 


For, as to all the works that are done under 
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the ſun, behold, all is vanity and vexation of : 
_ ſpirit. * That which is crooked cannot be made 
ſtraight.” Eccleſ. i. 14, 15. Who would have 
thought but Haman's lot was very ſtraight, 


while his family was in a flouriſhing condition, 


and he proſpering in riches and honour, 9 


prime miniſter of ſtate in the Perſian court, an 


ſtanding high in the king's favour? yet there 
was, at the ſame time, a crook in his lot, which 
fo galled him, that all this availed bim no. 
thing, Eſth. 5. 13. Every one feels for him- 
ſelf, where he is pinched, though others per- 
ceive it not. No body's lot in this world, is 


wholly crooked; there are always ſome ſtraight 


and even parts in it; indeed, when men's Paſ- 
ſions, having got up, have caſt a miſt over 
their minds, they are ready to fay, All is wrong 
with them, nothing right: but though in hell 


that tale is, and ever will be true, yet it is ne- 


ver true in this world; for there, indeed, there 
s not a drop of comfort allowed, Luke xvi. 23. 
but here it always holds good, that it is of 
the Lord's mercies we are not conſumed,” Lam. 
ni. 22. Laſtiy, The crook in the lot came into 
the world by fin: it is owing to the fall, Rom. 3. 


v. 12. By one man ſin entered into the world, 


and death by fin, under which death, the crook. 


in the lot is comprehended, as a ſtate of com- 


fort or proſperity is, in Scripture-ſtile, expreſt 


by living, 1 Sam. xxv. 6. John iv. 50, 51. Sin 


ſo bowed the hearts and minds of men, as they 


became 


4: | | 1 ) | 
became crooked in reſpect of the holy law and 
God juſtly fo bowed their lot, as it became 


crooked too. And this crook in our lot, in- 


ſeparably follows our ſinful condition, till, 
dropping this body of fin and death, we get 
within heaven's gates. pn 
Iheſe being premiſed, 2 crook in the lot ſpeaks 
in the general, two things. (1.) Advenſity. 
(2.) Continuance. Accordingly it makes a dax 
of adverſity oppoſed to the day of profperity 


in the verſe immediately following the tekt. 
The crook in the lot is, Firſt, Some one or 


other piece of adverſity. The proſperous part 
of our lot, which goes forward according to 
our wiſh, is the ſtraight and even part of it: 


the adverſe part, going a contrary way, is the 
cCrooked part thereof. God hath intermixed 


theſe two in men's condition in this world; that, 
as there is ſome proſperity therein, making the 
ſtraight line, ſo there is alſo ſome adverſity, 
making the crooked, Which mixture hath 
place, not only in the lot of ſaints, who are 


told, that in the world ye ſhall have tribula- 

tion,“ John xvi. 33. but even in the lot of all, 

as already obſerved, Secondly, It is adverſity _ 
of ſome continuunce. We do not reckon it a 


3 crooked thing, which tho? forcibly bended and 
7 bowed together, yet preſently recovers its for- 
mer ſtraightneſs. There are twinges of the rod 
of adverſity, which paſſing like a pain in one's 
| fide, all is immediately let to rights again; 
e „ "WE 
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Our lot may be ſuddenly overclouded, and the 
cloud vaniſh ere we are aware. But under the 
crock, having leiſure to find the ſmart, is in 
> ſome degree to get the crook evened. So the 
crook in the lot is adverſity continued for Woerter 
or longer time. 


Now there is a threefold crook in the ot, i 3 
cident to the children of men. 1. One made 


by a croſs diſpenſation, which howſoever in it- 
ſelf Ed yet hath laſting effects. Such a 


crook did Herod's cruelty make in the lot of the 


mothers in Bethlehem, who by the murderers 
were left © weeping for their ſlain children, and 
would not be comforted, becauſe they were 
not, Mat. ii. 18. A ſlip of che foot may ſud- 
: denly be made, which will make a man go on 
his way halting, As the fiſhes are taken in an 
_ evil net ſo are the ſons of men ſnared in an 
_ evil time,“ Eccleſ. ix. 12. The thing may fall 
out * a moment, under which the party ſhall 
go halting to the grave. 2, There 1s a crook 
298 Ee 
of the ſame or different kinds, following hard : 


y a train of croſs diſpenſations, whether 


one upon another, and leaving laſting effects 


| behind them. Thus in the caſe of Jeb, while | 
one meſſenger of evil tidings was yet ſpeaking, | 


another came, Job i. 16, 17, 18. Crols events 


coming one upon the neck of another, deep call. 


ing unto deep, make a fore crook, In that caſe, 


the party is like unto one, who, recovering his ; 
lid: ng foot from one unfirm piece of ground, 


ſets 


ſets it on another equally unfirm, which im- 
mediately gives way under him too: or, like 
unto one, who travelling in an unknown 


mountainous tract, after having with difficulty 


made his way over one mountain, is expecting 
co ſee the plain country, but inſtead thereof 
there comes in view, time after time, a new 


mountain to be paſſed, The crook in Aſaph's 


lot had like to have made him give up all his 
religion, until he went into the ſanctuary,” 
where this myſtery of providence was unrid- 
dled to him, Plalm Ixxiii. 13,---17. Solomon 
obſerves, That there being juſt men, unto. 
3 whomit happeneth according to the work of 
the wicked,” Eccl. viii. 14. Providence tak- 


ing a run »painſt them, as if they were to be a 


: run down for good and all, Whoever they be, 
whole life in no part thereof affords them expe- 


rienceſof this, ſure Foſeph miſſed not of it in his 


young days, nor Jacob in his middle days, nor 
Peter in his old days. John xxi. 18. nor our 
Saviour all his re wi 3. There is a crook 
made by one croſs diſpenſation, with laſting ef- 
3 fects thereof coming in the room of another re- 
moved. Thus one crook ſtraightened, there 
is another made in its place: and fo there is 
3 ftill a crook, Want of children had long been 


the crook in Rachel's lot, Gen. xxx. 1. That 


was at length evened to her mind; but then 

ſhe got another in its ſtead, hard r! in tra- 

vailing to bring forth, chap. RXXV, 16. This. 
5 world 


1 

world is a wilderneſs, in which we may indeed 
get our ſtation changed; but the remove will be 
out of one wilderneſs- ſtat ion to another. When 
one part of the lot is evened, readily ſome o- 
ther part thereof will be crooked. 1 

More particularly, the cr#k in the lot hk 3 in 
it four things of the nature of that which is 
crooked. 

Firſt, Naehe A crooked chings W-: 

waywind ; and being laid to a rule anſwers it 
not, but declines from it. There is not in any 
: body* s lot, any fu ing as a crook in reſpect | 

of the will and purpoſe of God. Take the 
moſt harſh and diſmal diſpenſation in our lot, 
and lay it to the eternal decree, made in the 
5 depth of infinite wiſdom, before the world be- 
1 gan, and it will anſwer it exactly without the 

{ leaſt deviation, all things be ng wrought af- 

| ter the counſe] of his will, Eph: i. 11. Lay 
. it to the providential will of God, in the go | 
lll; vernment of the world, and there is a perfect 

| 

p 
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| harmony. If Paul is to be bound at Jeruſalem, 
it - and delivered into the hands of the Gentiles,” 
1 it 1s © the will of the Lord that it ſhould be ſo,? 
3/158 Acts xxi. 11. 14. Wherefore the greateſt crook. 
= the lot, on earth, is ſtraight in heaven; there 
is no diſagreeableneſs in it there. But in every 
| | body's lot there is. a crook, in reſpect of their 
mind and natural inclination, I = adverſe diſ- 
penſation lies croſs to that rule, and will by no 
rr means aufer! it, nor harmonize with it. When 
3 135 Divine 
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Divine Prov dence lays the one to the other, 


there is a mani feſt diſagreeableneſs; the man's 


will goes one way, and che diſpenſation another 


way, the will bends upward, the croſs event 
preſſeth down; fo they are contrars!. And 


there, and only there, lies the crook. It is this 


diſagreeableneſs, which makes the crook in the lot 
ht matter of trial and exerciſe to us, in this ſtate _ 


of our probation; in the which, if chou wouldſt 


approve thyſelf to God, walking by faith, not 
by fight, thou mutt quiet thyſelf, in the will 


and purpoſe of God, and not inſiſt that it 


ſhould be according to thy mind, : Job XXX1V, 


23. | 
Secondly, Un/ightlineſs. Crooked things are 
unpleaſant to the eye; and no crook in the lot 
ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous, making but 
an unſightly appearance, Heb. xv. 11. There-. 
fore need men to beware of giving way to their 
thoughts, to dwell on the crook n their lot, and 
of keeping i it too much in view. David ſhews 
a hurtful EXPETIENCE of his, in that kind, Pſal. 
XXXIX. 3. While 1 was muſing, the fire Burned. 
Jacob acted a wiſer part, called his youngeſt ſon, 
Benjamin, the ſon of the right-hand, whom the 
dying mother named Ben- oni, the ſon of my 


ſorrow; by this means providing, that the 


crook in his lot ſhould not be ſet 1 in his 


view on every occaſion of mentioning the 


name of his Son. Indeed a Chriſtian may ſafe- 
ly take a Brady and leiſure view of the crook 


of 
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day, Job xii. 5. He that is ready to flip with | 
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of his bt! in the light of the holy word, which 
_ repreſents it as the diſcipline of the covenant. (| 
So faith will diſcover a hidden ſightlineſs in it, 


under a very unſightly outward appearance; 


perceiving the ſuirableneſs thereof to the infi- 


nite goodneſs, love, and wiſdom of God, and to 


the real and moſt aluable intereſt of the party; 
by which means we come to take pleaſure, and 
that a moſt refined pleaſure, in diſtreſs, 2 Cor. 
XII. 10. But whatever the crook in the lot be to 
the eye of faith, it is not at all * to the 
- eye of ſenſe. 


Thirdly, Unfitneſs * motion. Solamon ob- 


ſerves the cauſe of the uneaſy and ungraceful 


walking of the lame, Prov. xxvi. 7. The legs 


of the lame are not equal.” This uneaſinels they | 
find, who are exerciſed about the crook in their 


lot: a high ſpirit, and a low adverſe lot, makes 


great difficulty in the chriſtian-walk. There is 
_ nothing that gives temptation more eaſy acceſs, | 


than the a. of in-the lot; nothing more apt to 
occaſion out-of-the-way ſteps. Therefore ſaith 
the Apoſtle, Heb. xii. 13. Make ftraight paths 
for your feet, leſt that which is lame be turned out 


of the way. They are to bepitied, then, who 


are labouring under it, and not to be rigidly 


cenſured; though they are rare perſons who 


learn this leſſon, till taught by their own expe- 
rience. It is long ſince Job made an obſerva- 
tion in this caſe, which holds good unto this | 


his 
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his feet, 16 48 4 lamp deſpiſed i in the thought of him 


that is at eaſe. 


* Laſtly, Aotneſs to catch bold and entangle, like 
s Books, fiſh-hooks, Amos iv. 2. The crook in the \ 
lot doth fo very readily make impreſſion, to the (_ 


ruffling and fretting our ſpirits, irritating cor- 


up the mud all over, but brings up from the 


bottom ſome very ugly thing. Thus it brought 
up a ſpice of blaſphemy and atheiſm in Ajaph's 
caſe, Pſalm Ixxiii. 13. Yerily I have cleanſed 
my heart in vain, and woſhed my hands in innocen- 
cy: as if he had faid, there is nothing at all in) 


ruption, that Satan fails not to make diligent * 
uſe of it to theſe dangerous purpoſes; the 
which point once gained by the tempter, the 

3 tempted, ere he is aware, finds himſelf en- 
tangled as in a thicket, out of which he knows 
.not how to extricate kimſelf In that tempta- } 

3 tion it often proves like a crooked ſtick trou- | 
bling a ſtanding pool; which not only raiſeth 


religion, it is a vain and empty thing that pro- 


fiteth nothing: I was a fool to have been in care 
about purity and holineſs, whether of heart or 
life. Ah! Is this the pious Aſaph! How is he 

; turned ſo quite unlike himſelf! But the crook 
in the lot is the handle whereby the tempter 
makes ſurpriſing diſcoveries of latent corrup- - 


tion, even in the beſt. 
This is the nature of the crook in the lot. Let 
us now obſerve what part of the lot it falls in. 
5 And, in the general three concluſions may be 
SK „ elta. 
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eſtabliſhed upon this head. Fit, It may Fall | 


in any pert of the lot; there is no exempted one 


in the caſe: for, ſin being found in every part, 


the crook may take place in any part. Being 


all as an unclean thing, we may all fade as a leaf, 
Ifai. Ixiv. 6. The. main ſtream of ſin, which 
the crook readily follows, runs in very differ- 


ent channels, in the caſe of different perſons. 
In regard to the various diſpoſitions of the 
minds of men, it may prove a ſinking weight 


unto one, which another would go very ligh t- 


ly under. Secondly, It may at once fall in many | 
| parts of the lot, the Lord calling, as in a ſo- 
lemn day, one's terrors round about, Lam. ii. „ 
Sometimes God makes one notable crook in a 
man's lot; but its name may be called Gad, 
being but the fore-runner of a troop which 
cometh. Then the crooks are multiplied, fo 
that the party is made to halt on each fide. 
While one ſtream, let in from one quarter, is 


running full againit him, another 1s let in on 


him from another quarter, till in the end, the 
waters break in on every hand. T. birdh, It 
often falls in the tender part, I mean the part 
of the lot wherein one is leaſt able to bear it, 
or, at leaſt, thinks he is ſo. Pſal. lv. 12, 13. 


1t was not an enemy that reproached me, then 1 
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could have borne it — But it was thou, a man, 
ine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. | 
If there be any one part of the lot, which 
of all others, one is dupoſed to neſtle in, 
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J the thorn will readily be laid there, cthecially 
2 if he belongs to God; in that thing wherein 
The is lealt of all able to be touched, he will be 

| ſure to be preſſed. There the trial will be * 
ken of him; for there is the grand competition 
with Chriſt. T take from them the deſire of 
their eyes, and that wherenpon they fet their minds, 
Ezek. xxiv. 25. Since the crook in the lot is 
the ſpecial trial appointed for every one, it is 

7 altogether reaſonable, and becoming the wiſ- 5 
dom of God, that it fall on that, which of all 
things doth moſt rival him. 


But more pariicularly, the crook may be ob- 


6 ſerved to fall in theſe four parts of the lot. 


Firſt, In the natural part, affecting the body or 


mind, ddbisſbel be conflderettas athitigulior- 
ted for them by the great God that formed all things. 
3 The parents of mankind, Adam and Eve were 
I formed without the leaſtblemiſh, in ſoul or body; 
but, in the formation of their poſterity, there 
$ often appears a notable variation from the ori- 

2 ginal. Bodily defects, ſuperfluities, deformi- 
ties, infirmities, natural or accidental, make 
2 the crook in the lot of ſome: they have ſome- 
2 thing unſightly or grievous about them. Crooks 
of this kind, more or leſs obſervable, are very 
common ad ordinary, the beſt not exempted 
from them: and it is purely owing to ſovereign. 
pleaſure they are not more numerous. Tender 
2 eyes made the crook in the lot of Leab, Gen. 
XXIX. 17. Kachel 's beauty was. balanced with 


C2 VbVuarrenneſa, 
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tarreneſs, the crook 3 in her lot, Chap. XXX. I. 
Paul the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, was, it 
| ſhould ſeem, no perſonable man, but of a mean 
outward appearance, for which tools were apt 


to contemn him, 2 Cor. x. 10. Timothy was 


of a crazy frame, weakly and ſickly, 1 Lim. 
V. 23. And there is yet a far more conſidera- | 
ble crook in the lot of the lame, the blind, tage 
deaf, and dumb. Some are weak, to a degree, 
in their intellectuals; and it is the crook in the 


| lot of ſeveral bright ſouls to be overcaſt with 


clouds, notably bemiſted and darkened from 


tthe crazy bodies they are lodged in; an emi- 


nent inſtance whereof we have in the grave, 
wiſe and patient Job going mourning without 
the ſun, yea, ſtanding up and crying. in the 
_ congregation, Job xxx. 28. 

Secondly, It may fall in the honorary. part. 
There is an honour due to all men, the {mall as 
well as the great, 1 Pet. ii. 17. and that upon 
the ground of the original conſtitution of hu- | 
man \ nature, as it was framed in the image of 
Ged. But in the ſovereign diſpoſal of holy pro- 
vidence, the crook in the lot of ſome falls here: 
they are neglected and ſlighted; their credit is 
ſtill kept low: they go through the world un- 
der a cloud, being put into an ill name, t their 
reputation funk. This ſometimes is the native 
conſequence of their own fooliſh and ſinful con- 
duct; as, in the caſe of Dinah, who, by her 
| adden ng abrocd to Ry her youthful curioſi- 4 


ty, 


0 1- = 
ty, regardleſs of, and therefore not waiting for 
a providential call, brought a laſting ſtain on 
her honour, Gen. xxxiv. But where the Lord 
makes a crook of this kind in one's lot, inno- 
cence will not be able to ward it off in an ill- 
natur'd world: neither will true merit be able 
to make head againſt i it, to make one's lot ſtand: 
ſtraight in that part. Thus David repreſents. 
his caſe, Pſal. xxxi. 11, 12, 13. They that did 
fee me without, fled from me: I am forgotten as a 
dead man out of mind: I am like a broken veſſel. 
For I have heard the flander of many. 
Thirdly, It may fall in the Nadir part. 8 
Whatever is men's calling or ſtation in the 
world, be it facred or civil, the crook in their 
lot may take its place cherein. IJaiab was an 
eminent prophet, but moſt unſucceſsful, Iſai. 
Vii, 1. Jeremiab met with ſuch a train of diſ- 
couragements and ill uſage, in the exerciſe of 
his ſacred function, that he was well nigh giv- 
ing it up, ſaying, I will not make mention of 
him, nor ſpeak any more in his name, Jer. XX. 9. 
The Pſalmiſt obſerves this crook often to be 
made in the lot of ſome men very induſtrious: 
in their civil buſineſs, who. /ow the felds — 
and at times God Þleſſeth them, — and ſuffereth 
not their cattle to decreaſe; but, again they are mi- 
uiſbed and brought low, through oppreſ lon, offi ftion- 
and forrow, Val. cvii. 37, 38, 39. Such a 
crook was made in Job's lot, after it had long 
ſtood even, Some manage their employments. 
e ; C 3 Fe ak ors 
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with all care and diligence; the huſbandman 


carefully preparing his ground; the ſheep maſ-- 
ter diligent to know the ſtate of his flocks, and 


looking well to his herds; the tradeſman early 


and late at his buſineſs; the merchant dil'gent- 


ly plying his, watching and falling in with the 


moſt fair and promiſing opportunities; but 


there is ſuch a crook in that part of their lot, as 


all they are able to do can by no means even. | 
For why? The moſt proper means uſed for 


compaſſing an end are inſignificant, without a 


word of divine appointment commanding their 
ſucceſs: Who is be that ſaith, and it cometh to 


paſs, when the Lord commandeth it not? Lam. 


11. 37. People ply their buſineſs with {kill 
and induſtry, but the wind turns in their face, 
Providence croſſeth their enterprizes, diſcon- 
certs their meaſures, fruſtrates their hopes and 


expectations, e their endeavours ſucceſs- 


leis, and keeps them ſtill in ſtraightning cir- 


cumſtances. So the race is not to the ſwift, nor 


the battle to the mo neither yet bread to the 
iſe, Eccl. ix. Providence interpoſing, 


crocs the mee e which human prudence and 
induſtry had laid ſtraight towards the reſpective 


ends; ſo the ſwift loſe the race, the ſtrong the 


battle, and the wiſe miſs of bread: while, in 
the mean time, ſome one or other providential 


incident, ſupplying the defect of human wiſ- 
dom, conduct, and ability, t the ſow gain the 


FACE, and carry the Prize; che weak win the f 
battle, J 
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battle, and enrich themſelves with the ſpoil; 

and bread falls into the lap of the fool. 

3 Lofth, It may fall in the relational part. Re- 
| 1185525 are the joints of ſociety; and there the 


| crook in the lot may take place, our ſmarteſt 


= 5 pain being often felt in thoſe joints. They are 1 ; 


in their nature the ſprings of man's comfort; 


yet they often prove the greateſt bitterneſs to | 


him. Sometimes this crook is occaſioned by 
the loſs of relations. Thus a crook was made 
in the lot of Jacob, by means of the death of 


| Rachel, his beloved wife; and the loſs of Joſeph, 

his ſon and darling, which had like to have 
made him go halting to the grave, Job la- 

ments this crook in his lot, Job xvi. 7. Thou _ 


 baſt made deſolate all my company; meaning his 
dear children, every one of whom he had laid 
in the grave, not ſo much as one ſon or daugh- 

ter left him. Dat _ 
Again, ſometimes it is made through the af. 


3 ting hand of God lying heavy on chem; R 
| which, in virtue of the relation, recoils on the 


party, as is feelingly expreſſed by that beliey- 


ing woman, Matth. xv. 22. Have mercy on 
mme, O Lord, — my daughter is grievouſly vexed. 
Ephraim felt the ſmart of a courſe of family af- 
3 Aictions, when he called his ſon's name Be- 


3 riab, becauſe it went evil with bis houſe, 1 Chron, 


$3 vi.2 3. Since all is not only vanity, but vexa- 


tion of ſpirit, it can hardly miſs, but, the more 
of chele ſprings of comfort are open to a man, 
he 


Tl 


Me muſt, at one time or other, fd he has but —_ 
7 the more ſources of ſorrow to guſh out upon 
him; the ſorrow beingalways proportioned to the 
\ comfort found in them, or expected from them. 
And, finally, the crook is ſometimes made here 
by their proving uncomfortable through the 
diſagreeableneſs of their temper, diſpoſition, 
and way. There was a crook in Job's lot, by 
means of an undutiful, ill-natured wife, Job 
xix. 17. In Abigail's, by means of a ſurly, ill- 
tempered huſband, 1 Sam. xxv. 25. in Els, 
through the perverſeneſs and obſtinacy of his 
children, Chap. ii. 25. in Jonathan's, through 
the furious temper of his father, Chap. XX. 
30, 31. So do men oftentimes find their great- 
_ eſt croſs where they expected their greateſt com- 
fort. Sin hath unhinged the whole creation, 
and madeevery relation ſuſceptible of the crook. 
In families are found maſters hard and un- 
Juſt; ſervants froward and unfaithfal; in neigh- 
bourhoods men ſelfiſh and uneaſy, in the church, 
miniſters unedifying, and offenſive in their 
walk; and people contemptuous and diſorder- 
Wo burden to the ſpirits of miniſters; in the 
ſtate, magiſtrates oppreflive and diſcountenan- 
cers of that which is good; and ſubjects tur- 
bulent and ſeditious: all theſe cauſe crooks in 
the lot of their relatives. 
And thus far of the crock ſelf, 5 
II. Having ſeen the crook itſelf, we are, in the * 
3 next Paar to conſider of God's making it. 2 : 
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here it is to be ſhewn, | 1. 7 bat it is of God's 
making. 2. How it is of his making. 3. Why 
he makes it. N 
Fixsr, That the crook in the lot, whatever 
tit is, is of God's making, appears from theſe 
| three conſiderations. S 
Firſt, It cannot be queſtioned, but the crook 
in the lot, conſidered as a crook, is a penal evil, 
1 whatever it is for the matter thereof: that is, 
3 whether the thing in itſelf, its immediate cauſe 
and occaſion, be ſinful or not, it is certainly a 
puniſhment or affliction. Now, as it may be, as 
3 Ffach holily and juſtly brought on us, by our _ 
3 fovereign Lord and Judge; ſo he exprefly _ 
claims the doing or making of it, Amos iii. 6. 


1 Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not 


done it? Wherefore, ſince there can be no penal 
evil, but of God's making, and the crook in the 
lot is ſuch an evil, it 1s neceſſarily concluded o 
be of God's making. 
_ Secondly, It is evident, from che Scriptures 
doctrine * Divine Providence, that God brings 
about every man's dt and all the parts thereof, 
He fits at the helm of human affairs, and turns: 
them about whitherſoever he liſteth; Vhalſo- 
ever the Lord pleaſea, that did he in heaven and in 
earth, in the ſeas and all deep places, Plal. cxxxv. 
6. There is not ny = whatlocver befals 
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and place allotted for us, by him who hath de- 
termined the times and the bounds of our habi- 
tation, Acts xvii. 26. It over-rules the ſmall- 
eſt and moſt caſual things about xs, ſuch as 
| hairs of our head falling on the ground, Matt. 
x. 29, 30. A lot caſt into the lap, Prov. xvi. 33. 
| Yea the free acts of our will, whereby we chule 
for ourſelves; for, even be king? s heart is in the 
hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water, Prov. 
xXi. 1. And the whole ſteps we make, and 
which others make in reference to us; for the 
Way of man is not in himſelf; it is not in man that. 
_ wwalketh to diret} his ſteps, Jer. x. 23. And this, 
whether theſe ſteps, cauſing the crook, be deli- 
berate and finful ones, ſuch as Joſeph's s brethren. 
ſelling him into Egypt: or whether they be un- 
deſigned, ſuch as manſlaughter purely caſual, as 
when one hewing wood kills his neighbour with 
| #he head of the ax ſlipping from the . Deut. 
ix. 5. For there is a holy and wile Provi- 
dence that governs the ſinful and the heedleſs 
actions of men, as a rider doth a lame horſe, 
of whole halting, not he, but the horſe's own. 
lameneſs, is the true and proper cauſe: where 
fore, in the former of theſe caſes, God is ſaid 
to have ſent Joſeph into Egypt, Gen. xlv. 7. 
and, in the latter, to deliver one into his neigh- - 
bour's hand, Exod. xxi. 12. 
Laſtly, God hath, by an eternal decree, im- 
moveable as mountains of braſs, Zech. vi. 1. ap- 
pointed the whole of N one's lat. che oe : 
e 
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| < parts thereof as well as the ſtraight. By the 
ſame eternal decree, whereby the high and the 
low parts of the earth, the mountains and the _ 
3 valleys, were appointed, are the heights and 


depths, the proſperity and adverſity in the lot 
of the inhabitants thereof, determined; and 


they are brought about, in time, in a perfect a- 


greeableneſs thereto. The myſtery of Provi- 


! dence, in the government of the world, is, in 


all the parts thereof, a building reared up of 


| God, in exact conformity to the plan in his de- 


| _ cree, who worketh all things after the counſel of 
his own will, Eph. i. 1. 11. So that there is never 


a crook in one's lot, but may be run up to this 


original, Hereof Fob pioully ſets us an exam 


ple, in his own caſe, Job xxili. 1 3, 14. He is in 


one mind, and who can turn him? And what his 
3 ſeul defireth, even that he doeth, For he Per- 
formeth the bing that is appointed fer me: and 5 


many ſuch things are with him. 
SECONDLY, That we may ſee how the crook : 


in the lot is of God's making, we muſt diſtin- 


guiſh between pure ſinleſs crooks, and 1 impure 
ſinful ones. 


Firſt, There are pure and finleſs crooks: the 


} which are mere afflictions, and croſſes; griev- 
? ous indeed, but not defiling. Such were La- 


zarus's poverty; Rachel's barrenneſs; Leah's 
fender eyes; the blindneſs of the man, who had 


been ſo from his birth, John ix. 1. Now the 
Crooks of this kind, are of God's — by the 
ee 
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efficacy of his power, directly bringing them to 
Paſs, and cauſing them to be. He is the Maker 
of the poor, Prov. xvii. 5. Whoſo mocketh the 
Poor, reproacheth his Maker; that is, reproach- 
| eth God who 5 him poor, according to 
| The Lord maketh poor. 
OG he Lora Jews, Gen. xxix. 31,—0r ſhuts the 
womb, 1 Sam. i. 5. And it is he that formed the 
And the man was born blind, 
that the works of God ſhould be made manifeſt in 
Z Therefore he faith to Moſes, 
_ Exod. iv. 11. Who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or 
the ſeeing, or the blind? Have not 7 the Lord? 
Such crooks in the lot are of God's making, in 
the moſt ample ſenſe, and in their full com- 
prehenſion, being the direct effects of his 
25 agency, as well as the heavens and the earth 


Are 


eve, Pfal. xciv. 9. 


Fim, John i It 


them unnatural. 


 Srcondy, There are impure ſinful crooks, 
in their own nature, are fins as well as 
afflictions, defiling as well as grievous, 
was the crook made in David's lot, through his 

family diſorders; the defiling of Tamar; the mur- 
der of Amnon; the rebellion of Alſalom; all of 

Of the ſame kind was that 
made in Job's lot, by the Sabeans and Chaldeans 
taking away his ſubſtance, and ſlaying his ſer- 
| As theſe were the afflictions of David 
and Job, reſpectively, ſo they were the ſins of 
the actors, the unhappy inſtruments thereof. 
Thus one and the ſame thing may be, to one a 
heinous 


Such 


| 
1 
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heinous ſin, defiling and laying him under 
ouilt, and to another an affliction, laying him 


„ under ſuffering only. Now, the crooks of this 


kind are not of God's making, in the ſame la- 
titude as thoſe of the former; for he neither 
puts evil in the heart of any, nor ſtirreth up to 


| it; He cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempt- 
eil he any mon, James i. 13. But they are of 
his making, by his holy permiſii o of them, 


owerful bounding of them, and wiſe ver- ruling | 


| of them to ſome good end. 


Firſt, He holily permits them, %% ering en 


to coal in their own ways, Acts xiv. 16. I ho 
Z he is not the author of theſe ſinful crooks, 
7 cauſing them to be by the efficacy of his power; 
yet, if he did not permit them, willing not to 
Z hinder them, they could not be at all; for he 
3 /ſbutteth, and no man openeth, Rev. ill, 7. But 
he juſtly withholds his grace, which the ſinner 
docs not deſire, takes off the reſtraint under 
T which he is uneaſy, and, ſince the {inner «ill be 
gone, lays the reins on his neck, and leaves 
3 him to the ſwing of his luſt, Hoſea i iv. 17. 
4 Ephraim is joined 1 to idols: let him alone. Palm 
IIxxxi. 11, 12. 1/rael would none of me. So Trove 
lem up to their own hearts luſts. In which un- 
happy ſituation, the ſinful crook doth, from tlie 
| Flinner's own proper motion, natively and infal- 
' Flibly follow; even as waters run down a hill, 
wherever chere is a gap left open before it. 0, 
in theſe circumitances, / frac! walked in their or 


| 8 7 
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eonnſels, ver. 12. And thus this kind of crook 
1s of God's making, as a juſt judge, puniſhing | 
the ſufferer by it. The which view of the mat- 
ter ſilenced David under Shimei's curſings, 2 
Sam. xvi. Let him alone, and let him curſe: for 
the Lord hath bidden him. 
Secondly, He powerfully borends them, Pſalm 
Ixxvi. 10. The remainder of wrath (namely, the 
creature's wrath) thou ſhalt reſtrain. Did not 
God bound theſe crooks, howſoever ſore they 
are In any one's caſe, they would be yet ſorer: 
but he ſays to the ſinful inſtrument, as he ſaid 
to the ſea, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no far- 
ther; and here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtayed. 
He lays a reſtraining hand on him, that he can- 
not go one ſtep farther, in the way his impetu- 
ous luſt drives, than he ſces meet to permit. 
Hence it comes to pals, that the crook of this 
kind is neither more nor leſs, but juſt as great 
as he by his powerful bounding makes it to be. 
An eminent inſtance hereof we have in the caſe 
of Job, whoſe lot was crooked through a pecu- 
liar agency of the devil: but, even to that 
grand ſinner, God ſet a bound in the caſe; Th 
Lord ſaid unto Satan, Behold, all that be bath is 
in thy power, only upon himſelf put not forth thive 
hand, Job i. 12. Now Satan went the full 
length of the bound, leaving nothing within 
the compaſs thereof untouched, which he ſaw 
could make for his purpoſe, Ver. 18, 19. But 
ke could by no means move one ſtep beyond i it, 
10 
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to carry his point which he could not gain winks 


in it. And therefore, to make the trial greater, 
and crook ſorer, nothing remained, but that the 


bound ſet ſhould be removed, and the ſphere 


of his agency enlarged ; for which cauſe he 
ſaith, But touch his bone and his fleſh, and he will 
curſe thee to thy face, chap. ii. 5. And it be- 


ing removed accordingly, but withal a new 


one let, ver. 6. Behold, he is in thine hand, but 
fave his life: the crook was carried to the utmoſt 
that the new bound would permit, in a conſiſt- 
ency with his deſign of bringing Fob to blaſ- 
pheme; Satan ſmote him with ſore boils, from the 
ſole of bis foot unto bis crewn, ver. 7. And had 
it not been for this bound, ſecuring Job's life, 
he, after finding this attempt ſucceſsleſs too, 
had doub;lcfs diſpatched him for good and all. 
Thirdly, He wiſely over- rules them to ſome 
good purpoſe, becoming the Divine perfection. 
While the ſinful inſtrument hath an ill deſign 
in the crook caufed by him, God directs it to 
a holy and good end. In the diſorders of Da- 
vid's — * s deſign was to gratify a 
brutiſh lull; Abſalom's to glut himſelf with re- 
venge, and to ſatisfy his pride and ambition: 
but God meant thereby to puniſh David for his 
ſin i in the matter of Uriah. In the crook made 
in Job's lot, by Satan and the Sabeans, and Chal- 
deans, his inſtruments, Satan's deſign was to 
cauſe Job to blaſpheme, and theirs to gratify 
their covetouſneſs: but God had another de- 
1 5 D 2 e 


| ſerve much people alive. 


( 


fign therein, becoming himſelf, namely, to ma- | 


n feſt 7eb's ſincerity and uprightneſs. Did not 
| he wiſely and powerfully over-rule theſe crooks | 


made in men's lot, no good could come out of | 


them: but he always over-rules them ſo, as to | 
fulfil his own holy purpoſes thereby, howwbeit | 


the ſinner meaneth not ſo; for his deſigns cannot | 
miſcarry, his counſel ſhall ſtand, Iſai. xlvi. 10. 


So the ſinful crcoł is, by the over-ruling hand 
cf Gcd, turned abcut to his own glory, and 
his people's good, in the end; according to the 


word, Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord hath made all 
things for bimſelf. Rom. viii, 28. All things | 


| work together for geod io them that love God. | 
Thus Hemar's plot, for the deſtruction of the 
Jews, was turned to the contrary, Eſth. ix. 1. 


And the cook made in Foſeph's lot, by his own 
brethren ſelling him into Zgyp/, tho? it was on 


their part moſt ſinful, and of a moſt miſchiev- 
_ ous deſign; yet, as it was of God's making, 
by his holy permiſſion, powerful bounding, and 
wiſe over-ruling of it, had an iſſue well becom- 
ing the Divine wiſdom and goodneſs: both 


which Jeſeph noticeth to them, Gen. I. 20. As 
fer yeu, ye thought evil againſt me; but God mec ut 
it unto goed, to bring to paſs, as it is this day, to 

Tux, It remains to enquire, D God 
makes a crock in our lot. And this is to be 
cleared by d.ſcovering the de/ign of that diſpen- 


ſation: a matter which concerns every one to 


know, 


E 


know, and carefully to notice, in order to a 
chriſtian improvement of the crook in their lat. 
The deſen thercof ſeems to be chiefly ſeven- + 
-_ 7 
Firſt, The trial of our gate, Whether we 
are in the ſtate of grace, or not? Whether a 
: | ſincere Chriſtian, or a Hypocrite? Tho' every ; 
, affliction is trying, yet here, I conceive, lies the 
main providential trial a man is brought upon, 
with reference to his fate: forafmuch as the 
crook in the lot, being a matter of a continued 
courle, we have occalion to open and ſhew our- 
ſelves. again and again in the fame thing: 
whence it comes to paſs, that it miniſters 
ground for a deciſion, in that momentous. 
——_ It was plainly on . ee that the 


| 3 a Mercenary © one,. a Sams as ae nx 1 
ledged againſt him? And the trial hereof was 
put upon the croo to be made in his lot, Job i. 
8. 12. and ii. 3.—6. Accordingly that which. 
all his friends, fave Elibu the laſt ſpeaker, did, 
in reaſoning with him under his trial, aim 8 
3 was to prove him a hypocrite; Satan thus mak- 
ing ute of theſe good men for gaining his point. 
As God took trial of J/rael in the wildernels, 
for the land of Canaan, by. a train of afflicting 
diſpenſations, the which Caleb and Joſbua be ar- 
ing ſtrenuouſſy, were declared meet to enter 
D 2 „„ 
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trial of. men for heaven, 


loro me. 
court of conſcience, ſtript of his great peſſeffrons;, 
ſo that henceforth he could no longer keep 

them with a good conſcience, as he might have 


0 34 * 
the promiſed land, as having followed the Lord 


Jul; while others, being tired out with them, 


their carc.ſcs fell in the wilderneſs: fo he takes 
Ir heaven, by the crook in their lot. 
If any one can ſtand that teft, he is manifeſted 


to be a faint, a ſincere ſervant of God, as Foo 


proved to bet if not, he is but a hypocrite; he 


cannot ſtand the teſt of the crook in his lot, 


but goes away Ike droſs in God's furnace. 4A 


mclancholy inſtance of which we have in that 


man of honour and wealth, who, with high! 
pretences of religion, ariſing from a principle 


of moral ſeriouſneſs, addreſſed himſelf to our 
Saviour, to know what be fþ 


ould * that he 
might inherit eternal life, Mark x. 17. Our 


Saviour to diſcover the man to himſelf. makes 
a crcot᷑ in his lot, where all along before it ſtood 
even, obliging him by a probatory command, 
to fell and give away all he had, and follow 
him, ver. 21. Sell whatſoever thou haſt, and give 


to the peor,—and come, take up the croſs, and fol. 
Hereby he was that moment, in the 


done before. The man inſtantly felt the ſmart 
of this crook made in his lot, he was ſad at that 


ing, ver. 22. that is, immediately upon the 


hearing of it, being ſtruck with pain, diſorder, 
and confuſion of mind, his countenance chang- 
ed, became cloudy and _—E as the _ 

| | | word 
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I word is uſed, Matth. xvi. 3. He 60000 not tand 
the teſt of that crook; he could by no means. 
ſubmit his lot to God in that point, but be- 
hoved to have it, at any rate, according to his 
3 own mind. He went away grieved, fer he Had 
8 great poſſeſſions. So he went away from Chriſt, 
back to his plentiful eſtate, and tho' with a 
pained and ſorrowful heart, fat him down a- 
gain on it, a violent poſſe 2 before the Lord, 


chwarting the Div ne order. And there is n0 _ 
appearance that ever this order was revoked, _ 


nor that ever he came to a better bas and in re- 


4 ference thereunto. 


Secondly, Excitation to duty, weaning us Sm 
this world, and prompting us to look after the 
happineſs of the other world. Many have been 
beholden to the crook in their lot, that ever they 
came to themſelves, ſettled, and turned ſerious. 
Going for a time, like 4 wild aſs uſed to the wil- 
derneſs, ſcorning to be turned, their foot hath ſiid 
in one time; and a crook being thereby made in their 
lot, their month hath come, wherein they have been 
caught, Jer. ii. 24. Deut. xxxii. 35. Thus was 
the prodigal brought to himſelf, and obliged to 
entertain thoughts of returning unto his father, 955 
Luke xv. 17. The cook in their lot convinces 


them at length that here is not their reſt. Find- 
ing ſtill a pricking thorn of uneafineſs, when 

ſocver they lay down their head, where they 
would fain take reſt in the creature, and chat 
oy are : obliged to lift! it: 8 they are brougit 
to 


= 

to ccaclude there is no hope from that quarter, 
and begin to caſt about for reſt another way. 
| So it makes them errands to God, which they 
Chad not before; foraſmuch as they feel a need 
of the comforts of the other world, to which 
their mouths were out of taſte, while their lot 
ſtood even to their mind. Wherefore whatever 
uſe we make of the crook in our lot, the voice 
of it is, Ariſe ye, and depart, this is not your 
_ reſt. And it is ſurely that, which of all. 
means of mortification of the afflictive kind, 
doth moſt deaden a real Chriſtian to this life 
JJ ec 
Thirdly, Coxviction of fin. As when ene, 
walking heedleſly, is ſuddenly taken ill of a. 
lameæneſs; his going halting the reſt of his way 
convinceth him of having made a wrong ſtep; 
and every new painful ſtep brings it afreſh to 
his mind. So God makes a crook in our lot, 
to convince us of ſome falſe ſtep we have made, 
or courſe we have taken. What the ſinner 
would otherways be apt to overlook, forget, or 
think light of, is, by this means, recalled to 
mind, ſet before him as an evil and bitter thing, 
and kept in remembrance, that his heart may 
every now and then bleed for it afreſh. Thus, 
by the crook, men's /ins find them out to their 
_ conviction, as the thief is aſhamed when he is 

found, Numb. xxxii. 23. Jer. ii. 26. The 

which Joſeph's brethren do feelingly expreſs, 
under the crook made in their lot in Egypt, Gen. 


11. 
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xliii. 21. We are verily guilty concerning our bro- 
ther. chap. xliv. 16. God hath found out the ini- 
 quity of thy ſervants. The crook in the lot doth 
uſually, in its nature or circumſtances, ſo na- 
turally refer to the falſe ſtep or courſe, that it 
ſerves for a providential memorial of it, bring- 
ing the fin, tho? of an old date, freſh to re- 
membrance, and for a Badge of the ſinner's fol- 
ly, in word or deed, to keep it ever before him. 
When Jacch found Leab, through Laban's un- 
fair dealing, palmed upon him for Rachael, 
how could he miſs of a ſtinging remembrance 5 
of the cheat he had ſeven years at leaſt before 
put on his own father, Pretending himſelf to be 


Eau? Gen. xxvii. 19. How could it miſs of 
galling him occaſionally afterwards during the 


7 courſe of the 22 He had impoſed on his 
father the younger 
Laban impoſed on him the elder ſiſter for the 


rother for the elder: and 


younger. The dimneſs of Jaac's eyes favour- 4 


ed the former cheat: and the darkneſs of the 

evening did as much favour the latter. So it 
behoved him to ſay, as Adombezek in another caſe, 
Judges i. 7. As I have done, fo God hath re- 
quited me. In bike manner, Rachael dying in 
child-birth, could hardly avoid a melancholy 
reflection on her raſh and paſſionate expreſſion, 
mentioned Gen, xxx. 1. Give me children, or 


elſe I die. Even holy Jeb read, in the crock of 


his lot, ſome falſe ſteps he had made in his 
Tan many years before, ou. xiii. 26. Thou 
write 


( 30 * 
writeſt bitter things againſt me, and makeſt me 4% 
Poſſe ſs the iniquities of my youth. 
Fourthly, Correction, or puniſhment for Gn, . 
In nothing more than in the crook of the lot is 
that word verified. Jer. ii. 19. Thine own wick- 
edneſs ſhall correct thee, and thy backſidings ſhall. 
reprove thee. God may for a time wink at our 
| fin, which afterwards he'll ſet a brand of his 
indignation upon, in crooking the ſinner's lot, 
as he did in the caſe of Jacob and of Rachael, 
mentioned before, Though the fin was a paſ- 
ſing action, or a courſe of no long continuance, 
the mark of the Divine dif] * for it, ſet 
on the ſinner in the cr of his lot, may pain 
him long and ſore, that by repeated experience 
he may know what an evil and a bitter thing 
it was. David's killing Uriah by the ſword of 
the Ammonites was ſoon over: but for that cauſe 
the ſword never departed from his houſe, 2 Sam. 
X11, 10. Gehazi quickly obtained two bags of 
money from Naaman in the way of falſhood 
and lying: but, as a laſting mark of the Divine 
indignation againſt the profane deed, he got 
_ withal a leproſy which cleaved to him while he - 
lived, and to his poſterity after him, 2 Kings 
V. 27. This may be the caſe, as well where 
the fin is pardoned, as to the guilt of eternal 


{ wrath, as where it is not. And we may have 


confeſſed and ſincerely repented of that fin, 
which yet ſhall make us go halting to the grave, 

though it cannot carry us to hell. A man's 
T perſon. 


* 
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perſon may be accepted i in the Beleved, who yet * 
hath a particular badge of the Divine diſplea- / 


ſure with his ſin hung upon him in the crook of | 


his lot, Pſal. xcix. 8. Thou waſt a God that for- 
gaveſt them, the thou tookeſt vengeance on their 4 


inventions. 


Fifthly, preventing of fin, Hof. ii. 4 F will : 
hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a cal 
that ſhe ſhall — find her paths. The crook of 
the lot will readily be found to lie croſs to ſome 
wrong biaſs of the heart, which peculiarly ſways 
with the party: ſo it is like a thorn hedge or 
dang in the way which that biaſs inclines him 

The defiling objects in the world prove 


3 a as they are ſuited to the particular 


caſt of temper in men: but, by means of the 
crook in the lot, the paint and varniſh is worn 
off the defiling object, whereby it loſeth its for- 

mer appearance: ſo the fuel being removed, 
the edge of corrupt affections is blunted, temp- 


tation weakened, and much ſin prevented: the 


ſinner after gadding about ſo much to change his 


C | way, returning aſhamed, Jer. ii. 36, 37. Thus 


the Lord crooks our lot, that he may with- 


| draw man from his purpoſe, and hide pride 
from man; and ſo he keepeth back his ſoul from 


SZ tbe pit, Job xxxili. 17, 18. Every one knows 
what is moſt pleaſant to him, but God alone 


knows what is the moſt profitable. As all men 
are liars, ſo all men are fools too; he is the only 


oy God, Jude 25. benny are obliged to the 


crook De 


ET TCH 


ao 1 in their lot, that they go not to > thoſe ex- 


ceſſes, which their vain minds and corrupt af. 


fections would with full fail carry them to; and 
they would from their hearts bleſs God 16 
making it, if they did but calmly conſider 
what would moſt likely be the iſſue of the re- 
moval thereof. When we are in hazard of 


fretting under the hardſhip of bearing the crook, 


we ſhould do well to conſider what condieicn 


Wie are as yet in to bear its removal in a chrit- 
tian manner. SM 
5 Sixthly, Diſcovery of latent corruption, whe- | 
ther in laints or ſinners, There are ſome cor- 

ruptions in every man's heart, which lie, as it 


were, ſo near the ſurface, that they are ready 


on every turn to caſt up: but then there are | 
others alſo which lie ſo very deep, that they are 


[ ſcarcely obſerved at all. But as the fire under 


| 


the pot makes the ſcum riſe up, appear at 
top, and run over, ſo the crook in the lot raiſeth 
up from the bottom, and brings out ſuch cor- 
ruption as other wile one would hardly imagine 
to be within. Who would have ſuſpected ſuch 
' ſtrength of paſſion in the meck Maſes as he diſ- 
covered at the waters of ſtrife, and for which he 
JT was kept out of Canaan, Plalm cvi. 32, 33. | 
Numb. xx. 13. So much bitterneſs of ſpirit in 
the patient 7eb, as to charge God with becoming | 
cruel to him, Job xxx. 21: So much ill- nature 
in the good Jeremiah, as to curſe not only the 
day of 5 birth, but even #he man who brought 
\ : HiEINgs 
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ridings of it to his father, 1 xx. 14, 15. Or, 


ſuch a tang of atheiſm in A/aph, as to pro- 


nounce religion a vain thing, Pſalm Ixxiii. 13. 

But the crook in the lot bringing out theſe things, 
ſhewed them to have been within, how long ſo- 
ever they had lurked unobſerved. And as 


this deſign, however indecently proud ſcoffers 


allow themſelves to treat it, is in no ways in- 


conſiſtent with the Divine perfections; ſo the 
diſcovery itſelf is neceſſary for the due humili- 
ation of f | 
glory, that men may know themſelves. Both 
which appear, in that it was in this very deſign 
that God made the long-continued crook in I 
raePs lot in the wilderneſs; even to humble 
them and prove them, 10 know what was in their 


ſinners, and to ſtain the pride of all 


heart, Deut. viii. 2. 

Laſtly, The exerciſe of grace in the children 
of God. Believers, through the remains of in- 
dwelling corruption, are liable to fits of ſpiri- 


tual lazineſs and inactivity, in which their graces 


lay dormant for the time. Beſides there are 
ſome graces, which, of their own nature, are 
but occaſional in their exerciſes; as being ex- 
erciſed only upon occaſion of certain things 


which they have a neceſſary relation to; ſuch 


as patience and long: ſuffering. Now, the crook 


in the lot ſerves to rouſe up a Chriſtian to the ex- 


erciſe of the graces overpowered by corrup- 
tion, and withal to call forth to action the oc- 
calional . miniſtering * occaſions for 
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them. The truth is, the crook in the lot is the 
great engine of Providence for mak ing men ap- | 

ear in their true colours, diſcovering both their 

ill and their good: and if the grace of God be 


in them, it will bring it out 


thine eyes, chap. iv. 9. The ſteady acting of a 
gallant army « of horle and hoot to che routing 


n her, tr cauſe it to 
itſelf. It ſo puts the Chriſtian to his 
: ECTS however ic makes him ſtagger for a 
TY while, yet it will at length evidence both the | 
( reality and the ſtrength of grace in him. Ye | 
tre in heavineſs through manifold temptations, that | 
Ve trial of your faith, being much more precious 
Iban of gold that periſheth, may be found unto | 
praiſe, 1 Pet. i. 6, 7. The crook in the lot gives 
. Tiſe to many acts of faith, hope, love, ſelf-deni- 
al, reſignation, and other graces; to many hea- | 
venly breathings, pantings, longings, and 
groanings, which otherwiſe would not be 
brought forth — And I make no queſtion but 
theſe things, howſoever by carnal men deſpiſcd 
as trifling, are more precious in the ſight of 
Cod, than even believers themſelves are aware 
N bf, be ng acts of immediate internal worſnip, 
'X and will have a ſurpriſing notice taken of them, | 
I and of the ſum of them, at long-run, howbeit | 
I the perſons themſelves often can hardly think 
them worth their own notice at all. We know 
who hath ſaid to the gracious ſoul, Let me /ee | 
thy countenance—thy countenance 1s cemely, Cant, 
11. 14. Thou haſt raviſhed my heart with one of | 


of 


r 8 A. AY - pres BY 


(43) 


of the enemy, is highly prized: but the acting f 
of holy fear and humble hope, is in reality far 
more valuable, as being ſo in the ſight of God, 
wWhoſe judgment We are ſure, 7s according to truth. 
This the Fſalmiſt teacheth, Plal. cxlvii. He de- 
lighteth not in the ſtrength of the horſe: He toketh 
not pleaſure i in the legs of a man. The Lord taketh 
pleaſure in them that fear him, in theſe that hope 
in his mercy. And indeed the exerciſe of the 

_ graces cf his Spirit in his people, is fo very 
precious in his fight, that whatever grace any 
of them do excel in, they will readily get ſuch 


a crook made in their lot, as will be a ſpecial | |} 


trial for it, that will make a proof of its. full 
ſtrength. Abraham excelled in the grace of 
faith, in truſting God's bare word of promiſe: 


and God giving him a promiſe, that be would \ | 


make of him a great nation, made withal a crook 


in his lot, by which he had enough to do with | | 


all the ſtrength of his faith; while he was o- 
bliged for good and all to leave his country 


and kindred, and ſojourn among the Canaan- 


itles; his wife continuing barren til paſt the age 


of child- bearing; and when ſhe had at length _ 


brought forth 1/aac, and he was grown up, he 


was called to offer him up for a burnt-offer- \ 
ing, the more exquiſite trial of his faith, that 
Iſemael was now expelled his family, and that —_ 
it was declared, That in Iſaac only his ſeed ſhou'd | 


be called, Gen. xxi. 12. Moſes was very meek, 
above all the men which were r the face of the 
E 3 earth, 5 
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earth, Numb. xii. 3. And he was intruſted | 
with the conduct of a moſt perverſe and unma- 
| nageable people, the crook in his lot plainly de- 
| ligned for the exerciſe of his meekneſs. Job ex- 

_ celled in patience, and by the crook in his lot, 


he got as much to do with it. For God gives 


none of his people to excel in a gift, but ſome | 
| one time or other, he will afford them uſe for 
| the whole compaſs of it. | 
Now the Uſe of this doctrine is threefold. | 
1. For Reproof. 2. F or Conſolation. * For 
; E. Ecrtation.. © | 
Uſe 1. Of Reproof. And it meets with three 7 
; forts of perſons as reproveable. | 
Firſt, The carnal and earthly, who do not 
with aweand reverence regard the crook in their 
lot as of God's making. There is certainly a | 
ſignature of the divine hand upon it to be per- 
ceived by juſt obſervers: and that challengeth *' 
an awful regard, the neglect of which forebodes | 
deſtruction, Pſal. xxvili. 5. Becauſe they regard | 
not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of his | 
hands, thou ſhalt deſtroy them, and not build them * 
up. And herein they are deeply guilty, who 
poring upon ſecond cauſes, and looking no far- 
ther than the unhappy inſiruments of the crook | 
in their let, overlook the firſt cauſe; as a dog 
 ſnarls at the ſtone, but looks not to the hand 
that caſt it. This is, in effect, to make a god 
of the creature; ſo regarding it, as if it could 
\ of itſelf cieQuate any thing, while, in the mean 
time | 


A AS ww Ez# tu kk, q 25 
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time it is but an inſtrument i in the hand of God, F 
the rod of his anger, Iſai. x. 5. ordained of him 

for judgment, eſtabliſhed for correction, Hab. i. 12. 
O! why ſhould men terminate their view on 
the inſtruments of the crook in their lot, and ſo 
magnity their ſcourges! The truth 1s, they are, 
for the moſt part, rather to be pitied, as having 
an undeſireable office, which, for their grati- 
fying their own corrupt affections, in making 
the crook in the lot of others, returns on their 
own head at length with a vengeance, as did 
the blood of Feſreel on the houſe of Fehl, Hol. L 4. 
And it is undeſireable to be ſo employed in the 
caſe of ſuch as belong to God; for rarely is the 
ground of the quarrel the ſame on the part of 


the inſtrument as on God's part, but very dif- 


ferent ; witneſs Shimei's curſing David, as a 


bloody man, meaning the blood of the houſe of 


Saul, which he was not guilty of, while God | 


meant 1t of the blood of Uriah, which he could 


not deny, 2 Sam. Xvi. 7. Moreover, the quar- 
rel will be, at long-run, taken up between God _ 
and his people; and then their ſcourges will 
find they had but a thankleſs office, Tech. „ 
I but a little diſgleaſed, and they helped for- 
ward the affiifiion, ſaith God, in reſentment of 
the heathens crooking the lot of his people. In 


like manner they are guilty, who impute the 


crook in their lot to fortune or their ill luck, 


which in very deed is nothing but a creature 


of 1 imagination, framed for a blind to keep men 
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from acknowledging the hand of God. Thus, 4 
what the Philiſtines doubted, they do more im- 
piouſly determine, ſaying, in effect, It is not bis 
Hand that ſmote us, it was chance that happened to 
115, 1 Sam. vi. 9. And finally, theſe alſo, who, 
in the way of giving up themſelves to carnal | 
mirth and ſenſuality, ſet themſelves to deſpiſe * 
the crook in their 1 to make nothing of it, 

and to forget it. ueſtion not, but one com- 
| * Lord, and looking to 

him for remedy in the firſt place, may lawfully 3 


call in the moderate uſe of the comforts of li 


for help in the ſecond place. But as for that, 
courſe, ſo frequent and uſual in this caſe among 
_ carnal men, if the crook of the lot really be, as 
indeed it is, of God's making, it muſt needs be | 

a moſt indecent unbecoming courſe, to be ab- 

| horred of all good men, Prov. iii. 11. My ſon, 
deſpiſe not the chaſtening of the Lord. It is ſurely | 

a very deſperate method of cure, which cannot 


miſs of iſſuing in ſomething worſe than the diſ- 


eaſe, however it may palliate it for a while, 


Ifai. xxii. 12, 13, 14. In that day did the Lor 
God of hoſts call to weeping and to mourning —— 


| B and behold Joy and glaaneſs — cating fleſh and | 
drinking wine, =— And it was revealed in mine | 
ears, by the Lord of hoſts, Surely this miquity ſhall | 


=; nt be purged from you till ye die. 


Secondly, T he un eee whoſe hearts, like 
7 „ the troubled ſea, ſwell and boil, fret and mur- 


mur, and cannot be at reſt under che orook i in 
their 


E a and - dS @. oe r oa yon wm Wer Va 0 a ad - is Ss WS. IS > WS 4 and 


(4) 


their lot. This is a moſt ſinful and dangerous 
courſe. The apoſtle Jude, characterizing ſome 
to whom is reſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for 
ever, ver. 13. faith of them, ver. 16. Theſe are 
murmurers, complainers, namely, full complaining 
of their lot, which is the import of the word there 
uſed by the Holy Ghoſt. For, ſince the crook in 
their lot, which their unſubdued ſpirits can by 
no means ſubmit to, is of God's making, this 
their . needs be a fighting againſt 
God, and theſe their complainings and mur- _ 
murings are indeed againſt him, whatever face 


they put upon them. Thus, when the I/-oel- : 


ites murmured againſt Moſes, Num. xiv. 2. God . 
charges them with murmuring againſt himſelf, 
How long ſhall I bear with this evi] congregation, 
which murmured againſt me, ver. 27. Ah! may 
not he, who made and faſhioned us without our 
advice, be allowed to make our lot too without 
aſking our mind, but we muſt riſe up againſt 
him on account of the croot made in it! What 
doth this ſpeak, but that the proud creature 
cannot endure God's work, nor digeft what he 
hath done? And how black and dangerous is 
that temper of ſpirit? How is it poſſible to miſs _ 
of being broken to pieces in ſuch a courſe? He 
is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength: Who hath 
hardened lune againſt bi, and bath proſpern? ; 
Job ix. 4. 
Laſthy, The careleſs and unf ul uk who do 
not t ſer themſelves * to mad with the 
_ 


„ 


deſign of the crook in their lot. God and na- 


ture do nothing in vain. Since he makes the 
crook, there is, doubtleſs, a becoming deſign in 
it, which we are obliged 3 in duty to fall in Sh, 
according to that, Mic. vi. 9. Hear ye the red. 


And indeed, if we ſhut not our own eyes, but | 
be willing to underſtand, we may eaſily per- 
ceive the general deſign thereof to be, to wean | 
us from this world, and move us to ſeek and 


take up our heart's reſt in God. And the na- 


ture and circumP ances of the crook itſelf being | 


duly conſidered, it will not be very hard” to 


make a more particular diſcovery of the deſign | 
thereof. But alas! the careleſs finner, ſunk in 


ſpiritual ſloth and ſtupidity, is in no concern to 
- diſcover the deſign of Providence in the crook : 


ſo he cannot fall in with it, but remains un- | 
- fruitful; and all the pains taken on him by the 


great Huſbandman, in the diſpenſation, are loſt. 

They cry out, by reaſon of the arm of the mighty, 
groaning under the preſſure of the crook itſelf, 
and weight of the hand of the inſtrument there- 


of: But none faith, here is God my Maker, | 


they look not, they turn not unto G od for all that, 
Job XXXV. 9, 10. 


ie IL Of Conſolation. It ſpeaks comfort 1 
5 che afflicted children of God. Whatever is the 


crook in your lot, it is of God's making, and 
therefore you may look upon it kindly. Since 
it is your Father has made it for you, queſtion 


\ not but there 1 iS a favourable deſign in it to- 


wards 
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wards you. A diſcreet child welcometh kis 
father's rod, knowing that, being a father, he 
ſecks his benefit thereby: And ſhall not God's 
children welcome the crook in their lot, as de- 
ſigned by their Father, who cannot miſtake his 
| meaſures to work for their good, according to 
the promiſe? The truth is, the crook in the lot 


of a believer, how painful ſoever it proves, is 
a part of the diſcipline of the covenant, the | 
nurture ſecured by the promiſe of the Father to |} 
Chriſt's children, Pſal. IXxxix. 30. 32. If is 


children forſake my law, and walk not in my judg- 
ments — then will J viſit their tranſgreſſions with 


the red. All who are diſpoſed to betake them- = f 


ſelves to God, under the crook in their lot, may 


take comfort in this. Let them know that 


there is no crook in their lot, but may be made 


ſtraight: for God made it, ſurely then he can 


| mend it. He himſelf can make fraight what he 
hath made crooked, though none other can. There 


is nothing too hard for him to do. He raifeth | 


up the poor out of the duſt, and lifteth the needy 
out of the dunghill; that he may ſet him with 
' princes. He maketh the barren woman to keep 

houſe, and to be a joyful mother of children, Plal, 
cxiii. 7,859. Say not that your crook hath 


been of ſo long continuance, that it will never | 


mend. Put it in the hand of God who made 
it, that he may mend it, and wait on him; and 
if i it be for thy good, that i it ſhould be mended, C 
it ſhall be mended; for no good thing will he 
- withhold 
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' withbold fre them that walk uprightl, Palm 5 


L Ixxxiv. 11. 


Uſe laſt, Of Kubortation. Since the FOR in | 

| the hot is of God's making, then, eyeing the | 

hand of God in yours, be reconciled to it, and 
ſubmit under it, whatever it 1s, I ſay, eyeing the 
hand of God in it: for otherwiſe your ſubmiſſion, | 
under the crook in your lot, cannot be a chriſ- 3 
tian ſubmiſſion, acceptable to God, having no 


reference to him, as your party in the matter. 


Onjxor. 1. But ſome will ſay, The crook i in | 
my lot is from the hand of the creature: and ſuch | 
| T one too, as ] deſerved no ſuch treatment from. 
Axsw. From what hath been already ſaid, it 
appears, that altho' the crook in thy lot be in- 
deed immediately from the creature's hand, yet, 


without all peradventure, God himſelf is thy 


principal party, whoever be the inſtrument in : 
thy hand. And albeit thou haſt not deſerved | 
thy crook at the hand of the inſtrument or in- 
ſtruments which he makes uſe of for thy cor- | 
rection, thou certainly deſerveſt it at his hand, 
and he may make uſe of what inſtrument he 
will in the matter, or may do it immediately 


\ by himſelf, even as ſeems good in his ſight. 


Os jxcr. 2. But the crook in my lot might | 
quickly be evened, if the inſtrument or inſtruments | 
thereof pleaſed; only there is no dealing with them, | 


fo as to convince them of their fault in making it. 


 Answ. If it is ſo, be ſure God's time is not as | 
© bs come that that crook ſhould be evened: for 


5 
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if it were come, tho? they ſtand now like an im- 
pregnable fort, they would give way like a 
ſandy bank under one's feet, they ſhould bow 
down to thee with their face joward the earth, and 


lick up the duſt of thy feet, Yai. xlix. 23. Mean- 
while that ſtate of the matter is ſo far from juſ- 


7 tifying one's not eyeing the hand of God in the 
crooł in their lot, that it makes a piece of trial, 


in which his hand very eminently appears; 
namely, that men ſhould be ſignally injurious 
and burthenſome to others, yet by no means 


ſuſceptible of conviction. This was the trial 


of the church from her adverſaries, Jer. l. 7. 
All that found them have devoured them, and their 


: — 
— 
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adverſaries ſaid, We offend not, becauſe they hade 


ſinned againſt the Lord, the habitation of juſtice. 
They were very abuſive, and gave her barba- 
rous uſage; yet would they juſtify themſelves _ 
in the matter. How could they ward off the 


E conviction? Where they verily blameleſs in the 
Y devouring the Lord's ſtraying ſheep? No, they 


were not. Did they look upon themſelves as 


T miniſters of the divine juſtice againſt her? No, 
they did not. Some indeed would make a 


Z queſtion here, How the adverſaries of the 
church would celebrate her God as the habita- 


; tion of juſtice? But the original pointing of the 


text being retained, it appears that there is no 


4 ground at all for chis queſtion here, and withal 
the whole matter 1s ſet in a clear light. A 


4 that found them have devoured them ; "and their : 
. adverſaries 
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edverſaries ſaid, We offend not, becauſe they have 
finned againſt the Lerd, the habitation of juſtice. 
 Thele laſt are not the words of the adverſaries, : 
but the words of the prophet, ſhewing how it | 
came to pals that the adverſaries devdured the 
Lord's ſheep, as they lighted on them, and 
withal ſtood to the defence of it, when they 
had done, far from acknowledging any wrong: | 
the matter lay here, the ſheep had ſinned a- 
gainſt the Lord, the habitation of juſtice, and, | 
as a juſt puniſhment hereof from his hand, they | 
could have no juſtice at the hand of their ad- 


verſaries. 2; 


Wherefore, laying aſide theſe frivolous pre- 
tences, and eyeing the hand of God, as that | 
which hath bowed your lot in that part, and 
keeps it in the bow, be reconciled to, and ſub- | 
mit under the crook, whatever it is, ſaying from 
the heart, Truly this is à grief, and JI muſt bear | 


i, ler. x. 19. 


And, to move you hereunto, conſider; 1. It 
is a duty you owe to God, as your ſovereign | 
Lord and Benefactor. His Sovereignty chal- | 
lengeth our ſubmiſſion; and it can in no caſe | 
be meanneſs of ſpirit to ſubmit unto the crook | 
which his hand hath made in our lot, and to go 
quietly under the yoke that he hath laid on: 
but it is really madneſs for the potſherds of the 
earth, by their turbulent and refractory car- | 
riage under it, to ſtrive with their Maker. And | 
his beneficence to us, ill-deſerving creatures, may 


well 
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well ſtop our mouths from complaining of his 
making a crook in our lot, who had done us no 
wrong had he made the whole of. it crooked, 
Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and ſhall 
doe not receive evil? Job ii. 10. 2. It is an un- 
alterable ſtatute for the time of this life, that no- 
body ſhall want a crook in their lot? for man is | 
born unto trouble, as the ſparks fly upward, Job |} 
v. 7. And thoſe who are deſigned for heaven, \ | 
are in a ſpecial manner aſſured of a crook in | 
theirs, that in the world they ſhall have tribula- ( | 
tion, John xvi. 33. for by means thereof the 
Lord makes them meet for heaven. And how 
can you imagine that you ſhall be exempted 

from the common lot of mankind? Shall the 
rock be removed out of his place for thee? And 
ſince God makes the crooks in men's lot, ac- 
cording to the different exigence of their caſes, 
you may be ſure that yours is neceſſary for you. 
3. A crook in the lot, which one can by no 
| means ſubmit to, makes a condition of all 
things the likeſt to that in hell. For there a 
yoke, which the wretched ſufferers can neither |} 
bear nor yet ſhake off, is wreathed about their | 
necks: there the almighty arm draws againſt | 
them, and they againſt it: there they are ever 
£ ſuffering and ever ſinning; till in the furnace, 
but their droſs not conſumed, nor they purified, 
Even ſuch is the caſe of thoſe who now cannot | 
ſubmit under the crook in their lot. Laſtly, | 
$ Great is the loſs by not ſubmitting under it. 
nn! 8 The 


To 


The crook in the lot, rightly improved, hath 1 
turned to the beſt account, and made the beſt 
time to ſome that ever they had all their life 

long, as the Pſalmiſt from his own experience 

teſtifies, Pſal. cxix. 67. Before I was afficted 
went aftray. but now have I kept thy word, There 
are many now in heaven, who are bleſſing God | 
for the crook they had in their lot here. But if 
the crook in thy lot do thee no good, be ſure it 
will not miſs of doing thee great damage; it 
will hugely increaſe guilt, and aggravate thy 
condemnation, while it t ſhall for ever cut thee to | 
the hcart, to think of the pains taken on thee, | 
by means of the crook in thelot, to wean thee from | 
| the world, and bring thee to God, but all in! 
vain. Take heed therefore how you manage it, 
| Leſt thou meurn at the laſt —and ſay, How have ] | 
| hated infiruttion, and my beart e 9 ef 
Prov. V. 10, lt, 12 ; 


' Doer. II. What God fees meet to mar, we 2 3 
not be able to mend in our lot. What crock Z 
| God makes in GUT lot, We Hall 3 not be able to} 


eben. 


We ſhall 1 ift, Shew God's marring and mak- | 


ng a crook 1n our lot, as he ſees meet. 


_ 24ly, We ſhall conſider men's attempting to | 


e, or even that crook in their lot. 


3dly, In what ſenſe it is to be td 
that we ſhall not be able to mend or even the | 
crook | in our lot. | 


” 4thh, Ren-| 
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Aeby, Render ſome reaſons for the Aoctrine 
1 As to the firſt head, namely, Sc. 
| 1. God keeps the choice of every one's crook 
to himſelf; and therein he exerts his ſovereign- 
ty, Matt. xx. 18. It is not left to our option 
what that cy00k ſhall be, or what our peculiar 
burden; but, as the potter makes of the ſame 
clay one veſſel for one uſe, another for another 
uſe, ſo God makes one crook for one, another 
for another, according to his own will and 
pleaſure, Pfal, cxxxv. 6. Whatſoever the Lord 
pleaſed, that did he in heaven and in earth, Sc. 
2. He ſees and obſerves the biaſs of every 

one's will and inclination, how it lies, and 
wherein it eſpecially bends away from himſelf, 
and conſequently wherein 1t needs the ſpecial 
bow; ſo he did in that man's caſe. Mark x. 
21. One thing thou lackeſt,, go thy way, ſell what- 
ſoever thou haſt, and give it to the poor, Sc. Ob- 
| ſerve the bent of his heart to his great poſſeſ- 
ſions. He takes notice what is that idol, that 
in every. one's caſe 1s moſt apt to be his rival, : 
that ſo he may ſuit the trial to the caſe, making 
the crook there. 
3. By the conduct of his providence, or a 
touch of his hand, he gives that part of one's 
lot to bow the contrary way; fo that hence- 
forth it lies quite contrary to that biaſs of the 
party's will, Ezek. xxiv. 25. And here the 


trial is made, the bent of the will lying one 1 


way, and chat part of one's lot another, that 
# 2 5 5 it 


68 


"I does. not anſwer the inclination of the party | 


but thwarts it. 


Laſily, He wills that crook in the lot to re- ö 
main while he ſees meet, for longer or ſhorter 

iüme, juſt according to his own holy ends he 
deſigns it for, 2 Sam. x11. 10. Hol. v. 15. By 
that will it is ſo fixed, that the whole creation 


cannot alter it, or put it out of the bow. 


II. We ſhall conſider men's attempting to | 
mend or even the crook in their lot. This, in 


a word, lies in their making efforts to bring 


their lot i in that point to their own will, that | 
they may both go one way; and ſo it a | 


three things: 


Firſt, A certain uneaſineſs under the crook in ; 


tte lol; it is a yoke which is hard for the party 


to bear, till his ſpirit be tamed and ſubdued, | 


Jer. xxxi. 18.—7 hou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was 


chaſtiſed, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke: | 
turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned, Sc. And 
it is for the breaking down of the weight of 
one's ſpirit, that God lays it on; for which A 
\ cauſe it is declared to be a good thing to bear 
Lit, Lam. vi. 27. that being the way to make 


one at length as a weaned child. 


| Secondly, A ſtrong deſire to have the croſs | 
removed, and to have matters in that part go- 
ing according to our inclinations. This is very 
natural, nature deſiring to be freed from every 
thing that is burdenſome or croſs to it; and if 
that deſire be kept in a due ſubordination | 
1 $ 8 


8 — r ſy oo oo rr IX 


hues prupd 


1% 


the will of God, and be not too peremptory, it 
is not ſinful, Matt. xxvi. 39. If it be poſſible, 
let this cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs, not as ! 
will, Sc. Hence ſo many accepted prayers of 
the people of God, for removal of the crook in 


their lot. 


Laſtly, An ak uſe of means for that end. 
This naturally follows that deſire. The 


man, being preſſed with the croſs, which is his 


crook, labours all he can in the uſe of means to 
be rid of it. And if the means uſed be lawful, 
and nor relied upon, but followed with an eye 


to God in them, the attempt is not ſinful, 
whether he ſucceed in the ule of them, or not. 


III. In what ſenſe it is to be underſtood, that = 


we ſhall not be able to mend or even the cr00k 
in our lot? 

Nexasveh It is not to be e as if 
the caſe were abſolutely hopeleſs, and that 


there is no remedy for the crook in the lot. For 
there is no caſe ſo deſperate but God may right 
it, Gen. xvii. 14. Is any thing too hard for the 
Lord? When the crook has continued long, 
and ſpurned all remedies uſed tor it, we are 
ready to loſe hope about it; but many a crook, 


given over for hopeleſs that would never mend, 


God has made perfectly ſtraight, as in Job's 5 


caſe. But, 


Pofi tively, We ſhall never be able to . it : 
by ourſelves; if the Lord himſelf take it not in 
hand to remove it, it will ſtand betore us im- 

5 F 3 ; _ moveable, 
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moveable, like a mountain of braſs, though per- J. 
| haps it may be in itſelf a thing that might 
_ eaſily be removed. "we take it up. in theſe a 
three things: 


1. It will never do by: the mere * of our ir | 


hand, 1 Sam. ii. 9. For by ſtrength ſhall no man 
prevail. The moſt vigorous endeavours we can 


uſe will not even the crook if God give it not 


a touch of his hand; ſo that all endeavours | 
that way, without an eye to God, are vain and 
_ fruitleſs, and will be but plowing on the rock. | 
Pal. cxxvii. 1. 2. 


2. The uſe of een means * it will ; 


be ſucceſsleſs, unleſs the Lord blets them for 
that end, Lam. iii. 37. Who is be that ſaith, 
and it cometh to paſs, when the Lord commandeth it 
not? As we may eat and not be ſatisfied, ſo 
we may uſe means proper for e ening the 1 
crook in our lot, and yet 3 nothing: for 


nothing can be or do for us any more than 


God makes it to be or do, Eccleſ. ix. 11. Tbe 
race is not to the ſcoift, nor the battle to the Arong, 


neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yer riches to men Y 


5 of underſtanding, &c. 


It will never do in our time, but in God's 


time, which ſeldom is fo early as ours, John | 


vu. 6. My time is not yet come; but your time is [ 


always ready. Hence the crook remains ſome- 
times immoveable, as if it were kept by an in- 


viſible hand; and at other times it goes away 


with a touch, becauſe God's time 18 come for ; 


evening it. | | 
IV. Reaſons | 


„ 


| IV. Reaſons for this doctrine. 15 
1d, Becauſe of the abſolute dependence we 
have upon God, Acts xvii. 28. As the light 
depends on the ſun, or the ſhadow on the bo- 
| dy, ſo we depend on God, and without him can 
do nothing, great or ſmall. And God will 
have us to find i It ſo, to teach us our depend- 

ence. 


_2dh, Becauſe h his will is irreſiſtible, Ifa. xlvi. ; 


10. My counſel fhall ſtand, and I will do all my | 


| pleaſure. When God wills one thing, and the 
creature the contrary, it is eaſy to ſee which 
will muſt be done. When the omnipotent arm 
holds, in vain does the creature draw, Job ix. 


4.—Who hardened himſelf againſt him and proſper- My 


9 
Inference 1. There is a neceſſity of yielding 
and ſubmitting under the crook in our lot: for 
we may as well think to remove the rocks and 
mountains which God has ſettled, as to make 
that part of our lot Praight which he hath 
crooked, _ 
a. The evening of that crook in our - lot, by 
min force of our own, is but a cheat we put on 
| ourſelves, and will not laſt, but like a ſtick by 
main force made ſtraight, it will quickly re- 
turn to the bow again. 
TLaſihh, The only effectual way of getting 
the crook evened, is to apply to God for it. 
Exhortation 1. Let us then apply to God for : 
removing any crook in our lot, that in the ſettled 
order of things may be removed. Men cannot 
| cCeaſę 
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are not able to mend what God ſees meet to 
mar, it is evident we are te apply to him that 
made it to amend it, and not take the evening 
of it in our own hand. 


will, without him, be vain and fruitleſs, Pſal. 
cxxvli. 1. Let us be as reſolute as we will to 
have it evened, if God ſay it not, we ſhall labour 
in vain, Lam. iii. 37. Howſoever fair the 
means we uſe bid for it, they will be ineffectual 
if he command not the bleſſing. Eccleſ. ix. 11. 
2. Such attempts will readily make it worſe. 
Nothing is more ordinary, than for a proud 
ſpirit ſtriving with _ crook, to make 1t more 


Hedge, a ſerpent ſhall * him. M hoſo remo u- 


wilderneſs, It naturally comes to be fo; becauſe 
at that rate the will of the party bends farther 
away from it; and moreover God is provoked 


that he will by no means let it fit ealy on him. 
3. There is no crook but what may be re- 
> medied by him, and made perfectly a Pal. 
cxlvi. 8. The Lord-raiſeth them that are bowed 


hope with us, Rom. iv. 17. Who quickeneth 
the dead, and calleth thoſe hogs Which be not, as 
„ 


ceaſe to deſire che removal of a crook, more | 
than that of a thorn in the fleſh: but ſince we | 


Motive 1. All our attempts for i its removal | 


_ crooked. Eccleſ. x. 8. 9. Whoſo breaketh 4 


eth ſtones ſhall be burt therewith, &c. This 
1s evident in the caſe of the murmurers in the 


to wreathe the yoke faſter about his neck, 


down, &c. concerning whom there remains no 


66. 


tho they were. It is his prerogative to do won- 
ders; to begin a work where the whole crea- 
| tion gives it over as hopeleſs, and carry it on 


to perfection, Gen. xviii. 14. 


4. He loves to be employed in evening 3 
crooks, and calls us to employ him that way, 


Pſal. I. 13. Call upon me in the day of trouble, 


and I will deliver thee, &c. He makes them for 


that very end, that he may bring us to him on 
that errand, and may manifeſt his power and 


goodneſs in evening of them, Hoſ. v. 15, The | 
ſtraits of the children of men afford a large 


field for diſplaying his glorious perfection, 


which otherwiſe you. be wanting, Exod, 


XV. II, 


5. A crook thus got evened is a double mer- 
cy. There are ſome crooks evened by a touch 
of the hand of common providence, while peo- 


ple are either not exerciſed about them, or when 


they fret for their removal: theſe are ſapleſs wer- 


cies, and ſhort lived. Pſal. Ixxvili. 30. 31. 


Ho. xiii. 11. Fruits thus too haſtily plucked 


off the tree of providence, can hardly miſs to ſet 


the teeth on edge, and will certainly be bitter to 
gracious ſouls. But O the ſweet of the even- 
ing of a crook got by an humble application 
to and waiting on the Lord; it has the 1 image 

and ſuperſcription of divine favour upon it, 
which makes it bulky and valuable, Gen. 
xxxiii. 10. For therefore I have ſeen thy face, as 
though I had yo the face & Cod. & c. chap. 


4 God. 


RX1, 6. 
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© God has ſignalized his favour to his dear- 
_ eſt children, in making and mending notable 
croołs in their lot. His darling ones ordinari- 
ly have the greateſt crooks made in their lot, 
Heb. xii. 6. But then they make way for the 
richeſt experiences in the removal of them, up- 
on their application to him. This is clear from 
the caſe of Abraham, Facob, and Joſeph. Which 
of the patriarchs had ſo great crooks as they? 
But which of them, on the other hand, had ſo 


ſignal tokens of the divine favour? The oreat- | 
eſt of men, as Sampſon and the Baptiſt, "have | 
been born of women naturally barren; ſo do 
the greateſt crooks iſſue in the richeſt mercies | 


to them that are exerciſed thereby. 
Laſtiy, It is the ſhorteſt and ſureſt way to 0 


= raight to God with the crook in the lot. If we 


would have our wiſh in that point, we muſt, as 
the eagle, firſt ſoar aloft, and then come down 
on the prey, Mark v. 36. Our faithleſs out- 
of; the- way attempts to even the crook, are our 
fool's haſte, that is no ſpeed: God 1s the 

firſt mover, who ſets all the wheels in mo- 


tion for evening the crook, the which with- 
ut him will remain immoveable, Hol. 1 ii. 21, | 


22. 


ver mend. In its own nature it is capable of being 
removed, but it is plain it is not to be moved, it is 


| hopeleſs. Axsw. That is the language of un- 


- believing haſte, which faith and patience ſhould 


Onerr. 1. But it is needleſs, for I ſee, that | 
' though the crook in my lot may mend, yet I ſhall ne- 


correct, 
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correct, Pſal. cxvi. 11, 12. Abraham had as 
much to ſay for the hopeleſsneſs of his ſtate, 
but yet he applies to God in faith for the mend- 
ing of it, Rom. iv. 19. 20. Sarah had made 
ſuch a concluſion, for which ſhe was rebuked, 
Gen. xviu. 13, 14. Nothing can make it need- 
leſs in ſuch a caſe to apply to Gd. 

O jxcr. 2. But I have applied again and again 
Fer it, yet it is never mended. Axsw. Delays are 


not denials of ſuits at the court of heaven, but 


trials of the faith and patience of the petitioner. 
And whoſo will pray on will certainly ſpeed at 

long run, Luke xvii. 7, 8, And ſhall not 

God avenge his own elet}, which cry day and night 


tell you that he will avenge them ſpeedily. Some 
times indeed folks grow pettiſh, in the caſe of 
the crook in the lot, and let it drop out in their 
prayers, in a courſe of deſpondency, while it yet 
continues unealy to them; but if God pleaſes 


unto him, though he bear long with them, I : 


to even it in mercy, he will oblige them to take 


it in again unto them, Ezek. xxxvi. 37. I will 
Jet for ibis be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, to 
$ do it for them, &c. If the removal come while 
it is dropt, there will be little encouragement 
in it; though it were never to be removed while 
ve hve, that ſhould not cut off our applying to 


bod for the removal; for there are many pray- Y 


ers not to be anſwered till we come to the other 


world, and there all will be anſwered at once, 
Rom, vii. 24. 5 e c 5 
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Dinxorrons for right managing the Application | 
For removing the crook in the lot. wg | 


ET Pray for it, Ezek. xxxvi. 37. and, pray 
in \ faith, believing that, for the take of Jeſus, 
you mall certainly obtain at length, and in this 
life too, if it is good for you; but without per- 
adventure in the other life, Matt, xx1. 22. 1 hey 
will not be diſappointed that get the ſong of 
Moſes and of the Lamb, Rev. xv. 3. And in 
ſome caſes of that nature, extraordinary prayer, 
vith faſting, is very expedient, Matt. xvii. 21. | 
20. Humble yourſelves under it, as the yoke | 
- which the Sovereign hand has laid on you, Mic. 
vil. 9. 1 will bear the indignation of the Lord, be- 
_ cauſe 'S; have ſinned againſt him, &c. Juſtify 1 
2h God, condemn yourſelves, kiſs the rod, aol IT 
£0 quietly under it: this is the moſt ſenſible | | 
way to get rid of it, James iv. 10. when the 
bullock is broken and tamed, as accuſtomed 
to the yoke, then it is taken off, the end be- 
ing obtained, Pſal. x. 17. T hou wilt prepare | 
 therr hearts, . wilt cauſe thine ear to hear. 
Laſtly, Wait on patiently till the hand that 
made it mend it, Pfal. xxvii. 14. Do not give 
up the matter as hopeleſs, becauſe you are not 
ſo ſoon relieved as you would; but let patience} 
have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing, James i. 4. Leave the 
timeing of the deliverance to the Lord; his time 
will at length! to conviction appear the beſt, and 
it 
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it will not go o beyond it, Iſai. Ix. 22. The Lord 
vill haſten it in his lime; waiting on him, you 
ſhall not be diſappointed For they ſhall not 


be oſhamed that wait for me, Iſai. xlix. 23. 


Exhortation 2. What ook there i 18, that, 
the ſettled order of things, cannot be got re- 


moved or evened in this world, let us apply to 


God for ſuit able relief under it. For inſtance, 


the common crook in the lot of the ſaints, viz, 
in- dwelling ſin; as God has made that crook 8 


not to be removed here, he can certainly ba- 
lance it, and afford relief under it. The ſame 
is to be ſaid of any crook, while it remains un- 
removed. In both caſes apply yourſelf to 
God, for making up your loſſes another way. 


And there are five things I would have "I | 1 


kce P in view, and aim at "here. 


To rake God in Chriſt, for and inſtead 5 


of hs thing, the withholding or taking away 
of which from you makes the c crook in your lot, 
Pſal. cxlii. 4, 5. There is never a crook God = 
makes in our lot, but it is in effect heaven's 
offer of a bleſt exchange to us, ſuch as, Mark 


x. 21. Sell whatſoever thou baſt—and thou ſhalt 
Have treaſure in heaven. In managing of which 


exchange, God firſt puts out his hand, and 
takes away ſome earthly thing from us; and _— 
is expected we put out our hand next, and take 
lome heavenly thing from him in the ſtead of 
it, and particularly his Chriſt. Wherefore has 
God emptied his left hand of ſuch and ſuch an 
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ear thly comfort? Stretch out your right hand 
to a God in Chriſt, take him in the room of it, 
and welcome. Therefore the ſoul's cloſing 
with Chriſt is called buying, wherein, parting 
with one thing, we get another in its ſtead, 
Matt. xiii. 45. e kingdom of heaven is like 2 
merchant-mon ſeeking god pearls, ver. 46. who, © 
chen he had found one pearl of great price, he went | 
and ſold all that he had, and bought it. Do this, 
and you will be more than even hands with the 3 
crooæ in your lot. . 
£ Look for the ſtreams running as full from 
1 him as ever it did or could run, when the crook | 
5 4 the lot has dried it. This is the work of 
faith, confidently to hang on for that from God 
which is denied us from the creature. Ven 
my father and mother forſake me, then the Lord 
will take me up, Pſal. xxvil. 10. This is a molt | 
rational expectation: for it is certain there is 
no good in the creature, but what is from God; 
therefore there 1s no good to be found in the E 
creature, the ſtream, but what may be got im- 
mediately from God the fountain. And, O! 
it is a welcome plea to come to God, and 
ſay, Now, Lord, thou haſt taken away from me 
ſuch a creature-comfrt, 1 muſt have as good hog 1 
thyſelf. I 
e be ſpiritual fruits of the crook in the lot, 
Heb. xii. 11. We lee the way of the world is, 
when ons trade fails, to fall on and drive an- 
other trade; $0 ſhould we, when there is a cr00k 
I 
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in the bt, making our earthly comforts low, 


ſct ourſelves the more for ſpiritual attainments. 
If our trade with the world ſinks, let us ſeek 


to drive a trade with heaven more vigorouſly : 


ſee if, by means of the crook, we can reach 
more faith, love, heavenly mindedneſs, con- 


tempt of the world, humility, ſelf-denial, &c. 


2 Cor. vi. 10. 80 while we loſe at one hand, 


we ſhall gain at another. | 


* Grace to carry us under the crooks, 1 
. 8, 9. For this thing I beſought the Lord thrice 
Do 9. And he ſaid, My grace is ſufficient for 


thee. Whether a man be faint and have a light 


burden, or be refreſhed and ſtrengthened, and 


have a heavy one, it is all one, the latter can go 
as ealy under his burden, as the former under 


his. Grace proportioned to the trial, is what 
we ſhoitld aim at: getting that, tho the crook 


be not evened, we are even hands with it. 


Laſt, The keeping in our eye the eternal 


Teſt and weight of glory in the other world, 2 


Cor. iv. 17, 18. For our light affliftions, which : 


are but for a moment, work for us a far more ex- 


ceeding and eternal weight of glory; while wwe look 


not at the things which are ſecn, but at the things 
that are not ſeen. This will balance the crook in 


your lot, be it what it will; while they, who 
have no well grounded. hope of ſalvation, will 
find the crook in their lot in this world ſuch a 
weight, as they have nothing to counterba- 


lance it; yet the hope of eternal reſt may 
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ere. 
Enxhertaticn 3. Let us then ſet ourſelves right- 


ly to bear and carry on under the cook in 15 
lot, while God fees meet to continue it. Wh 
we cannot mend let us bear chriftianly, and not 


| fight againſt God, and fo kick againſt the 


pricks So let us bear it 
. Patiently, without firing and fretting, 


or een James v. 7. Pſal. xxxvii. 7. 
I hough we loſe our comfort in the creature, 
| threugh the crook in our lot, let us not loſe 
tlie poſſeſſion of ourſelves, Luke xxi. 10. The 
crook in our lot makes us like one who has but 
4 icanty fire to warm at; but impatience under 


it icatters it, ſo as to ſet the houle in fire about 


us, that expoſeth us, Prev. xxv. 28. He that 


heth ne rule ever his en ſpirit, is like a city that 


rc feen decem and without walls. 


2. With chriſtian fortitude, without ſinking 


under di ſcouragement — f faint when theu art 
 rebuked of him, Hebr. xii. 5, Satan's work is, 
by the croch, either to bend or break people's 
ipirits, and oftentimes by bending to break 


them: our work 1s to carry evenly under 1t, 


ſteering a middle courſe, guarding againſt ſplit- A 
ting on the rocks on either hand.” Our happi- | 
neſs lies not in any carthly comfort, nor will the 
want of any of them render us miſerable, Hab. 
. 17, 18. So that we are reſolutely to hold on | 
our v. ay, with a holy contempt and regardleſo- 


| nels 


bear up under all the toil and labour met with b 
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neſs of the hardiidpe, Job xvii. 9. The richteogs 


alſo ſhall hold on his way, and he that hath clean 
hands ſhall be ſtronger and ſtronger. 


Queſt. When are we to be reckoned to fall 
under ſinking diſcouragement from the crook. in 


our lo' e? 


Anſ. When it prevails ſo 1 as to unfit for a 
the duties either of our particular or chriſtian 
calling. We may be ſure it has carried us be- 
yond "the bounds of moderate grief, when it 
unfits us for the common affairs of life, which 
the Lord calls us to manage, 1 Cor. vii. 24. 


It is recorded in commendation of Abraham, 


Gen. xxili. 3, 4. that he food up from before his 


r 
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dead, and purchaſed a burying-place, ſo that civil h | 


do not hinder religious, nor religious civil 
duties, x Pet. iii. 7. that your prayers be not 


# hindered, Greek, cut off, or up, like a tree from 
8 the roots, or making one quite hopeleſs 1 in the 


them. Mal. ii. 1 3. 


* Laſtly, Profitably, ſo as we may gain Gans 
advantage thereby, Pſal. cxix. 71. It is good | 
for me that I have been offlitied : that I might | 
learn thy ſtatutes. There is an advantage to be 
made thereby, Rom. v. 3, 4, 5. and it is cer- 


tainly an ill managed crook in our lot, when we 


get not ſome ſpiritual good of it, Heb. xii. 11. 


The crook is a kind of ſpiritual medicine, and 


as it is loſt phyſic that purges away no ill 


humours, but in vain are its unpleaſantneſs to 
the taſte and its gripings endured : fo it is a 


5 loſt Took, and ill is the bitterneſs of it 
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when we are not bettered thereby, 165 
xxvii. 9. By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of 


Jacob be purged, and this is all the 388 to take 
away bis ſin. - 


N to preſs this exhortation. Conſider, 
There will be no evening of it while God 


| Fee meet to continue it. Ler us carry under 


it as we will, and make what fallies we pleaſe 


in the caſe, it will continue immoveable, as 
fixed with bands of iron and braſs, Job. xxiii. 


But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? 


13. 

And what his ſoul deft reth, even that he doeth. | 
Ver. 14. Fer he performeth the thing that is ap- 
pointed for me: and many ſuch things are with | 
Vim. Is it not wiſdom then to make the beſt | 
we may of what we cannot mend? Make a | 
virtue then of neceſſity, What is not to be 


e een 


cured, muſt be endured, and ſhould with 4a 


n reſignation. 


2. An aukward earria 


O 


> ge under it, notably 4 
encreaſes the pain of it. What makes the 4 
yoke gall our necks, but that we ſtruggle ſo 
much againſt it, and cannot let it ſet at eaſe ö 
upon us, Jer. xxxi. 18. How often are we in 
that caſe, like men daſhing their heads againſt JF 
a rock to remove it? The rock ſtands un- 
moved, but they are wounded, and loſe ex- 
> ceedingly by their ſtruggle. Impatience under 


the cro0% lays an over- weight on the burden, ö 


and makes it heavier, while withal it weakens 
us, and makes us leſs able to bear, f 


+ 3. The crook 1 in thy lot 1s the ſpecial trial 


God 


God has hon for fs to 1 thy meaſure 


by, 1. Pet. 1, 6, 7. It is God's fre, whereby 
he tries what metal men are of; Heaven 8 
touch- ſtone for diſcovering of true and coun- . 
terfeit chriſtians. They may bear, and go 


through ſeveral trials, whom the crook in the lot 


| will diſcover to be naught, becauſe by no means 
they can bear that, Mark x. 21, 22. Think © 
then with thyſelf ur nder it. Now, here the trial 
of my ſtate turns; I muſt, by this, be proved 
either ſincere, or a hypocrite. For (r Gn 
any be a N ſubject of Chriſt, without be- 4 
ing able to ſubmit his lot to him? Do not all 


who ſincerely come to Chriſt, put a blank in 


his hand, Acts ix. 6. Pſal. xlvii. 4. And does 
he not tell us, that without that diſpoſition we 
are not his children, Luke xiv. 26. If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, 
and wife, and children, and brethren, and ſiſters, 
yea, and his own life alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. 
Perhaps you find you can ſubmit to any thing 


but that: but that t will mar all? Mark x. 


21. Did ever any hear of a ſincere cloſing with 


Chriſt with a reſerve or exception of one thing, 


wherein they behoved to be their own Lords 5 
AQAueſt. Is that diſpoſition then a qualification 


| neceſſarily pre- required to our believing; and if 


ſo, where muſt we have it? Can we work i W_- 


out of our natural powers? ? 


Auf. No, it is not ſo: but it — 6 
companies and goes along wich believing, flow- _ 


ing 


„„ 
ning from the ſame ſaving illumination in the 5 
= Knowledge of Chriſt, whereby the ſoul is | 


brought to believe on him. Hereby the ſoul 7 
ſees him an able Saviour, ſo truſts on him for 


ſalvation, the rightful Lord, and infinitely wiſe | 
_ ruler, and ſo ſubmits the lot to him, Mat. x11. 


U 45, 46. The ſoul, taking him for a Saviour, 
il takes him alſo for a hand and ruler. It is | 
Chbriſt's giving himſelf to us, and our receiving | 


=. him, that cauſes us to quit other things to and | 
= for him; as it is the light diſpels the darkneſs, | 
= Caſe. Alas! I cannot get my heart freely to il 
ſubmit my lotto him in that point. 
Anſ. That ſubmiſſion will not be carried on 
in any without a ſtruggle : the old man wil! 
never ſubmit, and when the new man f 
grace is ſubmitting, the old man will ſtill be 
| i reclaiming, Gal. v. 17. For the fleſh Iufteth 
Þ} againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh. 
Aud theſe are contrary the one to the other; ſo that i 
ll ye cannot do the things that ye would. But are 
| ye ſincerely deſirous, and habitually aiming to 
ſubmit it? Do ye, from the ungracious ſtrug- 
gte againſt the crook, turn away to the ſtruggle 
with your own heart to bring it to ſubmit, be- 
 lieving the promiſe, and uſing the means for it, 
| being grieved from the heart with yourſelves, 
that ye cannot ſubmit it? This is ſubmitting 
to your lot, in the favourable conſtruction of 
| the goſpel, Rom. vii. x7—20. 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
If ye had your choice, would you rather have 
Ec Se 15 your 


- oY 


* 2 * * * 
rr 4x $644 3 Wy ED 85 — 2 6 
> - " » TY % * " — - * 
Rr ·˙ e 8 3 4%. 


—— * „ A 
2 at 7 . 

—_— — —— ge — : > * D 
4 5 — me 5 . 2 PR 


(nn) 


your heart brought to ſubmit to the crook, chan 
the crocł evened to your heart's deſire? Rom. 


vii. 22, 23. And do you not fincerely. en- 


deavour to ſubmit it over the reluctancy of . 
fieſh? Gal. v. „ 
2. Where is the chriſtian ſelf⸗denial, * 
taking up of the croſs, without ſubmitting to 
the crook? This is the firſt leſſon Chriſt puts 
into the hands of his diſciples, Matth. xvi. 24. 
: 75 any man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, 
d take up the croſs and follow me. Selt-denial 
otld procure a reconciliation with the crook, 
_ an admittance of the croſs; but while we 
cannot bear our corrupt ſelf to be denied any 
of its cravings, and particularly that which God 
lees meet eſpecially to be denied it, we cannot 
bear the crook in our lot, but * againſt it in 
favour of ſelf, 5 
3. Where is our acufrity to Chriſt, while 
we cannot ſubmit to the crook? We cannot 
evidence ourſelves to be Chriftians, without 
conformity to Chriſt. Fe that ſaith, he abideth 
in him, ought himſelf alſo io walk even as be 
walled, 1 John ji. 6. There was a continued 
crock in Chriſt's lot, but he ſubmitted to it, 
Phil. ii. 8. And being found in faſhion as a man, 
2 humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs, Rom. xv. 3. For even 
Ch iſt pleaſed not himſelf, Sc. And ſo muſt we, 
'f ve will prove ourſelves Chriſtians ndced, Matt. | 
X1, -09; 2 Tim. ii. 11 ra. 
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How ſhall we prove ourſelves the genuine 


5 kindly children of God, if ſtill warring with 
the crook? We cannot pray, Our Father, —thy 
will be done on earth, os, &c. Matt. vi. Nay, 
the language of that practice is, we muſt have 
our own will, and God's will cannot ſatisfy us. 


Motive 4. The trial by the crook here will 


not laſt long, 1 Cor. vii. 31. What tho? the 


work be ſore, it may be the better comported 


with, foritwill notbeof long duration: atewdays 
or years at fartheſt will put an end to it, and 
take you off your trials. Do not ſay, I ſhall 
never be eaſed of it; for if ye be not eaſed be- 
fore, ye will be eaſed of it at death, come in the 
room of it after what will. A ſerious view of 


death and eternity might make us to ſet our- 


ſelves to carry rightly "under our crook while it 
_— g 
; If ye would, in a chriſtian manner, fer 


eng to bear the crook, ye would find it 
eaſier than ye imagine, Matt. xi. 29, 30. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me—and ye fhall 


fd reſt to your ſouls : For my yoke is eaſy, and 


my burden is light. Satan has no readier way 
to gain his purpoſe, than to perſuade men it 


is impoſſible that ever their minds ſhould ply 
with the crook; that it is a burden to them al- 


together inſupportable: as long as ye believe 


that, be ſure ye will never be able to bear it. 
But the Lord makes no crook in the lot of any, 
but what may be io born of them acceptably, : 


though 


0-98-93 


though not finleſsly and perfectly, Matt. xi. 
30. For there is ſtrength for that effect ſecured 
in the covenant, 2 Cor, 11. 5. Philip iv. 13. 
and being by faith fetched, it will certairity 
come, Pal. xxvili. g 
If ye carry chriſtianty under your crook here, 
ye will not loſe your labour, but get a full re- 
ward of grace in the other world, through 


Chriſt, 2 Tim. ii. 12. 1 Cor. xv. 58. There 18 


4 bleſing pronounced on him that endureth, 
on this very ground, James 1 1. 12. Bleſſed is the 7 
men that endureth temptation, for when he is tried, 
he ſhall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promiſed to them that love him. Heaven 
is the place into which the approved, upon the 
trial of the crook, are received, Rev. vii. 14. 
_ Theſe are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have waſhed their robes in the blood of the 
Lamb. When ye come there, no veſtiges of it 
will be remaining in your lot, nor will) ye have 
the leaft uneaſy remembrance of i it; but it will 
accent your praiſes, and complete your joy. 
It you do not carry chriſtianly under it, 
ye will loſe your fouls in the other world, Jude 9 
15, 16. Thoſe who are at war with God i in 
their lot here, God will have war with them 
for ever. If they will not ſubmit to his yoke 
here, and go quietly under it, he will wreathe 
huis yoke about their neck for ever, with ever-_ 


laſting bonds that thall never be looked, Job 


. + 
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Laſtly, Whatever crook is in the lot of any, 
it is very likely there is a public crook abiding 


the generation, that will be more trying. This 
is a day of ſinning beyond the days of our fa- 
thers, a day wherein God has made great crooks 


in che lot of the deareſt to himſelf: but theſe 


ſeem to pvreſage ſuch a general public crook to 
be abiding the generation, as will make our 
now private ones of very little weight, 1 Pet. 
iv. 17, 18. Therefore ſet yourſelves to carry 
rightly under the crook in your lot. 


If ye atk what way one may reach chat; ? for 


direction we Propoſe, 


Peer loft. The confudering the N in the 
lot as the work · of God, is a proper means to 


bring one to carry rightly under it. 


1. What it is to conſider the aud 2s the 
work of God, we take it up in theſe five things: 
1/, An enquiry into the ſprindAvhence 1 it 


riſeth, Gen. xxv. 22, Reaſon and religion both 


teach us, not only to notice the crook, which 
we cannot avoid, but to conſider and enquire 


into the ſpring of it. Surely it is not our 


choice, nor do-we acſignedly make it for our. 
ſelves, and to aſcribe it to fortune is to aſcribe 
it to nothing: for it is not f. prung of itſelf, but 
ſown by one - hand or other for us, Job 11. 6. 

And we are to notice che hand from hence! it 


comes. 


2dly, 
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ad, A perceiving of the hand of God in it. 
Whatever hand any creature hath therein, we 
ought not to terminate our view in them, but 
lock above and beyond them to the ſupreme 


Manager's agency therein, Job i. 21. Without 


this we make a God of che creature inſtrumen- 
tal of the cook, looking on it as if it were the 
flirſt cauſe, which i is peculiar to God, Rom. vi. 
36. and bring ourſelves under that doom, Pſal. 
viii. 5. Becauſe they regard not the works of--: 
the Lord, nor the operation of his Lands, be Has 
deſtroy them, and not build them up. 

2dly, A repreſenting i it to ourſelves as a work 
of God, which he hath wrought againſt us for 
holy and wiſe ends, becoming the divine per- 
fections. This is to take it by the right 
handle, to repreſentit to ourſelves under a richt 
notion, from whence a right management under 
it may ſpring. It can never be Tafe to over- 
look God in it, but very ſafe to overlook 
the creature, aſcribing it unto God, as if 
no other hand were in it, his being always . 
principal therein. I is the Lord, let him do 
whatever ſeemeth him good, 1 Sam. iii. 18. 
Thus David overlooked Shime:, and looked to 
God in the matter of his curſing, as one would 
the ax, fixing his eye on him that wielded it, 
Here two things are to come into our con- 
lideration. 1 
1. The decree of God purpoſing the ue 
for us from eternity, For be worketh all things 
_ efter the counſel of Wis Wit will, Eph. i. 11. the 


2 MSc G 6) — Lcalcd 5 
M. 


ov AG 


| ſealed book in which are written all the black 
lines that make the crook. Whatever valley 
of darkneſs, grief, and ſorrow, we are carried 
through, we are to look on them as made by 
the mountains of braſs, the immoveable divine 


bs purpoſes, Zach. vi. 1. This can be no pre- 7 


ſumption in that caſe, if we carry it no farther 


than the event goes in our fight and feeling: 


for ſo far the book is opened for us to look 
= Wo on 
2. The providence of God bringing to paſs 
that crook for us in time, Amos iii. 6. There 
is nothing can befall us without him in whom 
we live. Whatever kind of agency of the 
creatures may be in the making of our crook, 
whatever they have done or not done towards 
it, he is the Spring that ſets all the created 
wheels in motion, which ceaſing they would all 
_ ſtop; tho? he is ſtill infinitely pure in his agency, 
however impure they be in theirs. Job con- 


5 ſidered both theſe, Job xxiii. 14. 


 4thly, A continuing of the thought of it as 
ſuch. It is not a ſimple glance of the eye, but 
a contemplating and leiſurely viewing of it as 
his work, that is the proper mean. We are to be 
(t..) Habitvally impreſſed with this conſi- 
deration; as the crook is ſome laſting grievance, 
ſo the conſideration of this as the remedy ſhould 
be habitually kept up. There are other con- 
| ſiderations beſides this, that we mult entertain, 
ſo that we cannot always have it expreſly in 
55 92 4 <4 208 
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our minds: but we mult lay it down for a 
rooted principle, according to which we are to 
manage the crook, and keep the heart in a diſ- 

poſition, whereby it may {lip into our minds, 

as occaſion requires, expreſly. C(ﬀ_ 

2. Occafionally exerciſed in it. Wiener 
we begin to feel the ſmart of the crook, we 
ſhould fetch in this remedy : when the yoke 
begins to gall the neck, there ſhould be an ap- 

_ plication of this ſpiritual ointment. And how- 
ever often the former comes in on us, it will be 

our wiſdom to fetch in the latter as the proper 
remedy: the oftener it is uſed it will more eaſily 
come to hand, and alſo be the more effectual. 
Laſtly, A conſidering i it for the end for which 


it is propoſed to us, viz. to bring to a dutiful 


carriage under it. Men's corruption will cauſe 
them to enter on this conſideration: and as is 


the principle, ſo will the end and effect of it be 
corrupt, 2 Kings vi. 33. But we muſt enter on 
and aſe it for a good end, if we would have 


good of it, taking it as a practical conſideration 


for regulating our conduct under the crook. 


II. How it is to be underſtood to be a pro- 
per mean to bring one to carry nightly under 


the crook. 


, 3, gatively, Not: as if it were facioas of 180 
itſelf, 3 as it ſtands alone, to > produce that 
effect. et | N 


2. Poſe tively, As it is uſed i in Puck. in the 


5 faith of the goſpel: on is to tay; a ſinner's 


bare 


(80) 
bare conſidering the crook in his lot as the work 
of God, without any ſaving relation to him, 
will never be a way to carry rightly under it: 
but having believed in Jeſus Chriſt, and fo 
taking God for his God, the conſidering of the 
crook as the work of God , his God, is the pro 
per mean to bring him to that defireable tem- 
per and behaviour. Many hearers miſtake 
here. When they hear ſuch and ſuch law-con- 
ſiderations propoſed for bringing them to duty, 
they preſently imagine, that by the mere force 
of them, they may gain the point. And m 
preachers too, who, forgetting Chriſt and the 
goſpel, pretend by the force of reaſon to make 
men chriſtians: the eyes of both being held, 
that they do not ſee the corruptions of men's 


nature, which is ſuch as ſets the true cure above 


the force of reaſon; all that they are ſenſible of 
being ſome ill habits, which they think may 
be ſhaken off by a vigorous application of their 
rational facultics. To clear this matter, con- 
ſider, h 
Firſt, Is it rational to chink to ſet fallen man, 
with his corrupted nature, to work the ſame 
way with innocent Adam ? This is to ſet beg- 
gars on a level with the rich, lame men to a 
journey with them that have limbs. Innocent 
Adam had a ſtock of gracious abilities, whereby 
he might have, by the torce of moral conſide- 
rations. brought himſelf to perform duty Wer 
But where is that with us? 2 Cor. 5. 


eee 
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| Whatever force be in them to a ſoul endued | 
with ſpiritual life, what force 1s in them to raiſe 
che dead, ſuch as we are? Eph. 1 


Secondly, The ſcripture is very plain on this 8 


head, ſhewing the indiſpenſible neceſſity of 
: faith, Heb. xi. and that ſuch as unites to Cherie 
John xv. 5. Without me, 1. e. ſeparate from me, 
ye can do nothing, no not with all the moral con- 
ſiderations ye can uſe. How were the ten 
commands given on mount Sinai? Not bare 
exactions of duty, but fronted with the goſpel, 


to be believed in the firſt place, I am the Lord 


thy God, &c. And ſo Solomon, whom many do 
: . rather as a moral philoſopher, than an 

inſpired writer leading to Chriſt, fronts his 
writings, in the beginning of the Pr overbs, with 
moſt expreſs goſpel. And muſt we have it 
expreſly repeated in our bibles with every moral 
precept, or elſe ſhut our eyes, and take thefe 
| precepts. without it? That is the effect of our 
| natural enmity to Chriſt, If we loved him 
more, we ſhould ſec him more in. every. page, 
and in every command, receiving Ws law f. 1om 
his mouth. 
Thirdly, Do but conſider what it is to carry 

rightly under the crook in the lot, what humi- 
| lation of ſoul, ſelf-denial, and abſolute reſig- 
nation to the will of God, mult be in it; what 
love to God it muſt proceed from; how regard | 


to his glory muſt influence it as the chief end _— 


| thereof; and try and ſee if it is not 1 0 
3 iT 3 ” for 


— — 


7 FOE does work by it in them that believe, and 
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for you to reach it without that faith afore- 
mentioned, I know a chriſtian may reach 
it without full aſſurance: but ſtill, according to 
the meaſure of that perſuaſion that God is their Þ 
| God, fo will their attainments in it be; theſe 
85 keep equal pace. O! what kind of hearts do 
they imagine themſelves to have, that think 
they can for a moment empty them of the 
Creature, farther than they can fill them with 
2 God, as their God, in its room and ſtead ! No 
doubt men may, from the force of moral con- | 
ſiderations, work themſelves to a behaviour 
under the crook, externally right, ſuch as many 


Pagans had; but a Vchriſtian diſpoſition of ſpirit | 


under it will never be re reache without that taith 
in God. 


The Spirit may be e to work by it, | 


look to him for it, foraſmuch as it is a mean of 


his own appointment. Papiſts, Legaliſts, and 


ing a moral fitneſs for the ſame: but they are 
quite ineffectual, becauſe, ike Abara and Phar- 
per, they want a word of divine appointment 


all ſuperſtitious perſons, deviſe various means 


of ſanctification, ſeeming to have, or really hav- 


for curing us of our leproſy ; therefore theSpirit 


works not by them, fince they are none of his 


own tools, but deviſed of their hearts. And 


fince the means of divine appointment are 
incifeftual without the Spirit, they can never 


be etfectual. But this conſideration having 


a dts 
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a divine appointment, the Spirit works by i it. 
Dee. Then take this direction for your car- 
rying right under the crook in your lot. In- 
ure yourſelves to conſider it as the work of 
God. And for helping you to improve it, ſo 
as 5 may be effectual, I offer theſe advices : 
1 Conſider it is as the work of your God in 
5 Chit, This 1s the way to ſprinkle i it with goſ- 
el. grace, and ſo to make it tolerable, Pfal, 
"220. 1, % > Ia: diſcerning of a father's 
hand in the crook will take out much of the bit= |} 
terneſs of it, and ſweeten the pill to you. For | 
this cauſe it will be neceſſary, (1) Solemnly to 
take God for your God under your crook, Pſal. 
cxlii. 4, 5. (2.) In all your encounters with it, 
to believe and claim your Intereſt. in ne x 
Sam. X. 6. 

2. Enlarge the conſideration with a view of 
the divine relations to you, and the divine at- 
tributes. Conſider it, being the work of your _ 

God, the work of your F ather, elder Brother, 

Head, Huſband, Sc. who therefore {urely con- 

ſults your good. Conſider his holineſs and 

Juſtice, ſhewing he wrongs you not; his mercy 
and goodneſs, that it is not worſe; his e 
ty, that may ſilence you; his infinite wiidom 

and love, that may ſatisfy you in it. 

2, Conſider what a work of his i it is, how it 

is a convincing work, tor bringing ſin to re- 
membrance; a correcting work, to chaſtiſe you 

for your follies; a preventing work, to hedge 


caches kak hr, Lore, peu 
e 72 
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| weaning work, to wean you from t 
and fit you for heaven. 


6 8, ) 
8 r up from courſes of ſin ye would a 


apt to run into; a trying ; work, to 3 8 


| your ſtate, your graces, and nh we 


e world, 1 


LTL.aſthh, In all your conſiderations of i it in this | 
manner, look upward for his ſpirit to render 


them effectual, 1 Cor. iii. 6. Thus may ye 55 


_ carry chriſtianly * it, till God even it either 
here or in heave El 


Provenns xvi. 19. 


Better it it is to be of an bumble ſpirit with the ah. E © 


than to divide the ſpoil with the proud. 


\OULD men once be brought to believe, 5 
that it is better to have their minds 


brought to ply with the crook in their lot, than ; 


to force even the crooł to their mind, they would 
then be in a fair way to bring their matters in 


that caſe to a account. Hear then the 


divine deciſion in that caſe, Better it is to be of a 
| bumble ſpirit with the lowly, than to divide the 


peil with the proud. In which words, 


Fin, There is a compariſon inſtituted, and 
that between the two parties, and two points, 
wherein they vaſtly differ. I 
1ſt, The parties are the lowly and the proud, 


who differ e heaven and the center CE. 
5 . "wy 5 


(8%) 


earth; the would are climbing up, and {ating 
aloft; the lowly are content to creep on the 1 
ground, if that is the will of God. Let us view 
chem more Fee as the text Bo ors . 


them. 


(.) On the one hand is "oh lowly. Here 
there is a line reading and a marginal, both from 
the holy Spirit, and they differ only in a letter, 
the former is the afflicted or poor, that are low 5 
in their condition; thoſe that have a notable 
croo in their lot through affliction laid on them, 
Vhereby their condition is lowered in the world. 
The other is the lowly, or meek humble ones, 
who are low in their ſpirit as well as their con- 


dition, and ſo have their minds brought down 


totheir lot. Both together make the character 2 


0 of this lowly part 


2.) On the — hand 3 is the proud, the gay © 
and high-minded ones. It is ſuppoſed here, 
that they are croſt too, and have crooks in their 
lot; for dividing the ſpoil | is the confequence of | 
A vietory, and a victory preſuppoſeth a battle. 


2d, The points wherein theſe parties are ſup- 


: poſed to differ, viz. being of a humble 1 : 


and dividing the ſpoil. 


Alflicted and lowly ones may unvrines get 


8 


their condition changed, may be raiſed upon 
high, and divide the poll, as Hannah, Fob, Sc. 

The proud may be ſometimes thrown down and 
cruſhed, as Pharaob, Nebuchadnezzar, Sc. But 
that is not che queſtign, whether it is better b 
: e 


(8 ) 


be raiſed up with the lowly, or thrown down T 


with the proud. But the queſtion is whether it 
is better to be of a low and humble ſpirit, in 


| low circumſtances, with afflicted humble ones, 
or divide the ſpoil, and get one's will, with the 


proud? If men would ſpeak the native ſenti- 
ments of their hearts, that queſtion would be 


determined in a contradiction to the text, The | 


points then here compared, and ſet one againſt 1 
another, are theſe, | 


(I.) On the one hand, to be of a humble 


ſpir: it with afflicted lowly ones, Hebrew, to be of 
low ſpirit, for the word primarily denotes low— 
lineſs in ſituation or ſtate; ſo the point here 
- propoſed, is to be with or in the ſtate of afflited 
holy ones, having the ſpirit brought down to 
that low lot, the lowneſs of the ſpirit balancing 
the lowneſs of one's condition. - 
(2.) On the other hand, to divide che ff oil = 
with the proud. The point here propalet 3 


to be with or in the ſtate of the proud, having 


their lot by main force brought to their mind, 

as thoſe who, taking themſelves to be injured, 

fight it out with the enemy, QVErcome, and di- 

vide the ſpoil according to their will. 

2244, The deciſion made, wherein the former 
is preferred to the latter, Better it is, &c. If 


theſe two parties were ſet before us, it were 
better to take our lot with thoſe of a low con- 


dition, who have their ſpirits brought as low as 
| their than with thoſe who, being of a 
1 Proud 


9) 


roud and high-bended "OY have their ke 
5 brought up to their mind. An humbled ſpirit 
is better than an 3 condition. 


Docrrns, 7 bere is a generation of 2 affufted 
ones, having their ſpirit lowered and brought a 


down to their lot, whoſe caſe, in that reſpect, is = I 


better than that of the proud getting their will, — 
8 * carrying all to their mind. 0 


I. We ſhall confer the — of the i 
; 16 afflicted ones, having their ſpirit brought 
down to their lot. And we ſhall, 5 
ff, Lay down ſome guns conſiderations 
about them. 


1. There is doch a generation in the world, 2 


for as bad as the world is, the text expreſly 
- mentions them, and the Scripture elſewhere 
makes mention of them, as Pſalm ix. 12. and 
x. 12, Mat. v. 3. with Luke vi. 20. Where 
ſhall we ſeek them? Not in heaven, there are 
no afflicted ones there; not in hell, there are no 
lowly nor humble ones there, whoſe ſpirit is 
2 brought to their lot. In this world they muſt - 
| then be, where the ſtate of trial is. { 
2. If it were not ſo, Chriſt, as he was in the 


N would have no followers in it. He | 
was the head of that generation whom they all 


copy after. Learn of me, for 1 am meet and lowly 
of heart, Mat. ix. 29. And for his w_ 
and 
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and the honour of his crols, they will never be 9 


wanting while the world ſtands, Rom. vill. 29. 
Whom 2 


. is a chief part. 


3. Nevertheleſs, they are certainly very rare 
in the world. Augur obſerves there is another 
generation, (Prov. xxx. 13. Their eyes are lofty, 
and their eye-lids lifted up) quite oppoſite to 


them, and this makes the greateſt company by 
far. The low and afflicted lot is not fo very 


rare, but the lowly diſpoſition of ſpirit is rarely 
yoked with it. Many a high bended ſpirit I 
keeps on the bend, in ſpite of lowering Clif. ©; 


cumſtances. 
4. They can be no more in number chan the 


truly godly; for nothing leſs than the power 


g down men's minds 


of divine grace can bring 


from their native height, and make their will 
pliant to the will of God, 2 Cor. x. 4,5. Men 
may put on a face of ſubmiſſion to a low and 
croſt lot, becauſe they cannot help it, and they 
ſee it in vain to ſtrive: but to bring the ſpirit. 
truly toit, mult be the effect of humbling grace. 
„ hough all the godly are of chat g genera- 
tion, yet there are ſome of them to whom that 


character more eſpecially belongs. The way 


to heaven lies through tribulation to all, Acts 
xiv. 22. and all Chriſt's followers are recon- 
| ciled t to it notwithſtanding, Luke xiv. 26. yet 
1 there 2 


did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate wo | 


be conformed to the image of his Sen. His image | 


lies in theſe two, ſuffering and holineſs, whereof | 


3 pd fron — ey. -H. — 1 ĩ ͤ— 
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there are ſome of them more remarkably diſ- 

ciplined than others, whoſe ſpirit, however, is 
thereby humbled, and brought down to their 
lot, Pfal. cxxxi. 2. Surely I have behaved aud 
quieted myſelf as a child that is weaned of his mo- 
ther: my ſoul is even as a weoned child. Phil. iv. 
11. 12. For I have learned in whatſoever ſtate I 
am, therewith to be content. I know both how to 
 beabaſed, and T know how to abound : every where, 
and in all things, I am inſtrufted both to be full, 
and to be hungry: both to abound, and to ſuffer 
need. 

TLalb. A lowly diſpoſition of foul. and ha- 

bitual aim and bent of the heart that way, has 
a very favourable conſtruction put upon it in 
heaven. Should we look for a generation per- 0 
tectly purged of pride and riſings of heart a- 2? 
gaintt their adverſe lot at any time, we ſhall 
ind none in this world; but thoſe who are hear- 
tily and fincerely aiming and endeavouring to 
reach it, and keep the way of contented ſubmif- 
Hon, though ſometimes they are blown aſide, 
returning to it again, God accounts to be that 
_ lowly generation, 2 Cor. viii. 12. James v. 11. 
II We ſhall enter into the particulars of their 
character. I here are three things which 1 toge- 
ther make up their character. 

I. Affliction in their lot. That lowly gene- 
ration preferred to the proud and proſperous, 
are a generation of afflicted ones, whom God 

Keeps 


1 


4 


keeps under the diſcipline of the covenant.- — 5 


We may take it up in theſe Wo. 


I. There is a yoke of affiittion, of one kind | 
or other, oftentimes upon them, Pal. Ixxiii. 14. 
If there be ſilence in heaven it is but for half 

an hour, Rev. viii. 1. God is frequently viſit- | 

ing them as a maſter doth his ſcholars, and a 

' Phyſician his parents; whereas others are in a 
ſort overlooked by him, Rev. iii. 19. They 


are accuſtomed to the yoke, and that from the 


time they enter into God's family, Pſal. cxxix, 


"I, 2, 3- God ſees It good for them, Lam. iii. 
27,28, 


bout them, and 1s ſeldom, if ever, off them, 


Luke ix, 23. That is their ſpecial trial, the 


crook in their lot, the yoke which lies on them 
for their conſtant exerciſe, Their other trials 


may be changed, but that is a weight that till 


| hangs upon them bowing them down. 


II. Lowlineſs in their diſpoſition on tenor 


of ſpirit. They are a generation of lowly hum- 
ble ones, whoſe ſpirits God has by his grace 
brought down to their natural height. And 
thus, 

1. They thi = Be and meanly of them- 


7 ſelves; what they are, 2 Cor. xii. 11. what 


they can do, 2 Cor. iii. 5. what they are worth, 
Sen. xxxii. 10. and what they deſerve, Lam. 
2. Yung themſelves i in the glats of di- 


vine 


25 There is a particular yoke of afMition 
which God has choſen for them, that hangs a- 
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vine law and perfections, they ſee themſelves a 


maſs of eee and ſinfulneſs Job «li, 
5, 6. 


Sovereign of the world, his perfections as in- 


finite, his work as perfect. They look on him 


as the Fountain of happineſs, as a God in Chriit, 


doing all things well, truſting his wiſdom, | 
goGdnets; , and love, even Where icy cannot 
——— . 


| lee, Heß. Ni. 8 


3. They chink e ly of others, as far 
as in juſtice they may, Phil. ii. 3. Theu zh 


they cannot help ſeeing their glaring faults, 


yet they are ready withal to acknowledge their 


excellencies, and eſteem them ſo far. And 


becauſe they ſee more in their own mercies 


and advantages for holineſs, and miſimproving 

thereof, than they can ſee in others, they are 

apt to look on others as better than themlelves, 
circumſtances. compared. 

4. They are ſunk down into a FE of ſab. 

ordination to God and his will, Pſal. cxxx1. 1,2. 


Pride ſets up a man againſt God, lowlineſs 


brings him back to his place, and lays him 
down at the feet of his ſovereign Lord, ſaying, 


Thy will be done on earth, &c. They ſeek no 


more the command, but are content, that God 


1 2 1 himſelf 


. They think highly and honotably of 
God, Pſal. cxliv. 3. They are taught by the 
Spirit what God is and ſo entertain e cvated 
thoughts of him. They conſider him as the 
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himſelf fit at the helm of their affairs, and ma- 8 


* all for them, Pſal. xlvii. 4. 


5. They are not bent on high things, but 


Alpes to ſtoop to low things, Pſal. cxxxi. 1. 
 Lowlineſs levels the towering imagination, 


which pride mounts up againſt heaven; draws 


_ a veil over all perſonal worth and excellencies 


before the Lord, and yields a man's all to the | 
Lord, to be as ſtepping ſtones to the throne of 7 


his glory, 2 Sam. xv. 25. 26. 


Laſtly. They are apt to magnify mercies be- 9 
ſtowed on them, Gen. xxxii. 10. Pride of 


heart overlooks and vilifies mercies we are 
poſſeſt of, and fixeth the eye on what is wanting 
in our condition, making us like the flies which 


Pals over the ſound places, and ſwarm together : 


on the fore. On the contrary, lowlineſs teaches 
men to recount the mercies they enjoy in the 


| loweſt condition, and to ſet a mark on the good 


f they have poſſeſt, or yet do. Job ii. 10. 
III. A fpirit brought down to their lot. 


T heir lot is a low and afflicted one, but their | 


ſpirit is as low, being through grace brought 


dovn to it. We may cake it * in theſe hve 


* 
They ſubmit to it as juſt, Mic. vii. 


3 wil boar the indignation of the Lord, becauſe I I 


| have finned againſt bim. — There are no hard- 


| ſhips in our condition, but we have procured FF 
them to ourſelwes and it is therefore juſt we 


Do © 
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kiſs the rod, and be ſilent under! it, and ſo lower 
our ſpirits to our lot. If they complain, they 
have their complaints on themſelves; their 
hearts riſe not up againſt the Lord, far leſs do 
they open their mouths againſt the heavens. 


They juſtify God, and condemn themſelves, 
reverencing his holineſs and ſpotleſs rightcouſ- 


| neſs in his proceedings againſt them. 
2. They go quietly under it as tolerable, 


Lam. iii. 26—29. It is good that a man ſhould : 
both hope and quietly wait for the ſalvation of the 


Lord. It is gocd for a man that he bear the yer? 
in his youth. He ſitteth alone, and keepeth ſilence, 
becauſe he hath borne it upon him. He putteth his. 


mouth in the duſt, if ſo be, there may be hope. 
While the unſubdued ſpirit rageth under the 
| yoke, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to it, the ſpi- 


rit brought to the lot goes ſoftly under 1 it. They; 


ee it is of the Lord's mercies it is not worſe, 
they take up the naked croſs, as God lays it 
down, without theſe over weights upon. it, that 

turbulent paſſions add thereto; and. ſo it be- 
comes really more than they thought it coulck 


have been, like a burden fitted. on the back. 


3. They are ſatisfied in it, as drawing their 
comfort from another quarter than their out- 
ward condition, even as the houſe ſtands faſt 
when the prop is taken away that it did not lean. 
upon. Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, nei 


ther fruit be in the vine, —yet 1 will rejoice in the 


Lord, Hab. iii. 18. 19. Thus did David in 


13 the 
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the day of his diſtreſs, he encouraged himſelf in | 

| the Lord his God, 1 Sami. xxx, 6. It is an ar- 
gument of ks not brought down to the lot, 
when we are damped and ſunk under the hard- 
ſhips of it, as if their condition in the world 
were the point whereon their happineſs turned, 


It is want of mortification that makes mens 
comforts to ebb and flow, according to the va- 
rious appearances of their lot in the world. 


4. They have a complacency in it, as that 
which is fit and good for them, Iſa. xxxix. 8. 
2 Cor. xii. 10, Men have a fort of compla- | 
cency in the working of phyſic, though it pains 
them ſore, they rationally think with themſelves | 


that it is good and beſt for them: yea beſt for 


_ for the time, ſince it is miniſtered to them 1 
y their heavenly Father; and fo they reach a 


holy complacency in their low afflicted lot. 
The lowly ſpirit extracts this ſweet out of the 
bitterneſs in his lot, conſidering how the Lord, 


by means of that afflicting lot, ſtops the provi- | 


ſion for unruly luſts, that they may be ſtarved; 


how he cuts off the by-channels, that the whole 


ſtream of the ſoul's love may run towards him 
felf; how he pulls off and holds off the man's 
burthen and clog of earthly comforts, that he 


may run more expeditely in the way to heaven. 2 
Laſtly. They reſt in it, as what they deſire 


not to come out of, til] the God that brought 

them 1nto it ſee it meet to bring them out with 

his good will, Iſa. xxvilii. 16. Though an un- 
„ ES ſubdued 


8 


0-98 7 
ſubdued ſpirit's time for deliverance is always | 
ready, an humbled foul will always be afraid of | 
being taken out of his afflicted lot too ſoon. It | 
will not be for a moving for a change, till the | 
| heavens moving bring it about: ſo this hinders _ 
not prayers, and the uſe of appointed means, 
with dependence on the Lord, but requires 
faith, hope, patience, and reſignation, 2 Sam. 
AV. 45. 6. 
II. We ſhall confider the generation of the 
- proud getting their will, and carrying it all to 
their mind. And in their character allo are 
three things. 
J. Croſſes in their lot. They alſo have their 
. trials allotted them by anover-ruling providence 
and, let them be in what circumſtances they 
will in the world, they cannot t mils them alto- 
ur. For, conſider, 
The confuſion and vanity brought into 
; * creation by man's ſin have made it impoſ- 
ſible to get through the world, but men muſt 
meet with what will ruffle them, Eeclel. i. 14. 
Sin has turned the world from a paradiſe into a 
thicket, there is no getting through without 
being ſcratcht. As the midges in the ſummer 
will fly about thoſe walking abroad in a goodly 
_ attire, as well as about thoſe in ſordid apparel; 
ſo will croſſes in the world meet with the High 
as well as the low. 
2. The pride of their heart expoſes them 
e to croſſes. A proud heart he 
ma c 
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make a croſs to itſelf, where the lowly would. 
find none, Eſth. v. 13. It will make a real 
_ croſs ten times the weight it would be to the 


\ humble. The generation of the proud are like 
nettles and thorn hedges, upon which things 


flying about do fix, while they paſs over low 


and plain things: ſo none are more expoſed to 
croſſes than they, though none lo. unfit to bear 

them; as appears from, 

N Reigning pride in their ſpirit. Their 5 
ſpirits were never ſubdued by a work of tho- 0 
rough humiliation ; they remain at the height 


| in which the corruption of nature ſet them; 


hence they can by no means bear the yoke God 
lays on them. The neck is ſwollen with the 


ill-humours of pride and paſſion, hence, when 


the yoke once begins to touch it, they cannot 
have any more eaſe. We may view the caſe of 
the Proud generation here in three things, 
1. They have an over: value for themſelves,- 
and ſo the proud mind ſays, The man ſhould 
not ſtoop to the yoke, it is below them. What 
a ſwelling vanity is in that, Exod. v. 2. Who is 


3 the Lord, that I ſhould obey his voice? Hence a f 
Work of humiliation is neceſſary to make us 


take on the yoke, whether of Cbriſt's precepts 


or providence. The firſt error is in the under- 


ſtanding, whence Solomon ordinarily calls a 


wicked man a fool; accordingly the firſt ſtroke 
in converſion is there too, by conviction to 
; humble. | Men are bigger in their conceit than 


they 1 


0-3 
they are indeed; therefore God, by ſuiting : 
things to what we are really, cannot pleaſe us. 
ED. They have an unmortified ſelf.- will, ariſ- 
ing from that over- value for themſelves, and it 
ſays he will not ſtoop, Exod. v. 2. The que- 
{tion betwixt heaven and us is, Whether God's 
will or our own muſt carry it? Our will is cor- 
rupt, God's will is holy; they cannot agree in 
one. God ſays, in his providence, our will 
muſt yield to his; but that it will not do till 
dhe iron ſinew in it be broken, Rom. Iv. 7. 
: Iſa. xIVitl: 4. ; 
3. They have a i of unſuddued oaffions 
tak ing part with the ſelf-will, and they ſay, he 
ſhall not ftoop, Rom. vii. 8, 9. and ſo the war 
begins, and there is a field of battle within and : 
without the man, James iv. 1. < 
(I.) A holy God croſſes the felf-wil of the : 
proud creatures by his providence, over-rulin 
and diſpoſing of things contrary to their incli- 
nations; ſometimes by his own immediate hand, 
as in the caſe of Cain, Gen. iv. 4. 5. ſometimes 
by the hand of men carrying things againſt 
their mind, as in the caſe o Abe, to ie Na- 
beth refuſed his vineyard, 1 Kings xxi. 5 
2. There is one black band of helliſh . . 


that marches upward, and makes an attack on 


heaven itſelf, viz. diſcontent, impatience, mur- 
muring, fretting, and the like. The fooliſhneſs. 
of man Perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth 
againſt the Tara, Prov. xix. * Theſe g's aſt | 
reaſt 
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: breaſt, fall the countenance, Gen. iv. &, let ” 
; fometimes a volley of indecent and paſſionate _ 
complaints, Jude 16. and ſometimes of blaſ- 


| phemies, 2 Kings vi. 33. 


3. There is another that marches forward, 
and makes an attack on the inſtrument or in- 
ſtruments of the croſs, viz. anger, wrath, fury, 


revenge, bitterneſs, Sc. Prov. xxvii. 4. Thele | | : 


carry the man out of the poſicſſion of himſelf, 
Luke xxi. 19. fill the heart with a boiling hear, 


Pſal. xxxix. 3. the mouth with clamour and . 


evil ſpeaking, Eph. iv. 31. and threatenings 
are breathed out, Acts ix. 1. and ſometimes ſet 
the hands on work, ſo as it has a moſt heavy _ 
event, Matth. v. 21. 22. as in the caſe of _ 5 
| againſt pF AD 
LIhus the proud carry on the war, but we ae... 
to conſider them as, 
TI. Getting their will, and carrying all to 
their mind. This ſpeaks, 198 
5 Holy providence yielding to che man's 
unmortified ſelf will, and letting it go accord- 
ing to his mind, Gen. vi. 3. God ſees it meet 
do let the ſtruggle with him fall, for it prevails 
not to his — IIa. i. 5. So the reins are laid 
on the proud man's neck, and he has what he 
would be at, Ephraim is joined to idols. let him 
alone, Hoſea iv. 17. | 
2. The luſt remaining in its ſtrength and 
vigour, Pſal. Ixxviii. 30. They were not eſtranged 
from their * God, in the method of his co- 


Vena. 
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venant, ſometimes gives his, people their wil, f 
and ſets them where they would be: but then, 
in that caſe, the luſt for the thing is mortified, 

and they, are as weaned children, Pfal. x. 17. 


| N — 
But here the ſuff remains rampant; the pro d — 


ſeck ment for i it, and. get it. 


„ croſs removed, the yoke taken off, 
Pal IXxvili. 29. They could not think of 


bringing their mind to their lot; but they | 
thwarted with it, wreſtled and fought againſt 


it, till it is brought up to their own, the ae: 
is on their ſide. 


_ Laſtly. The man is pleaſed i in his having car- 


ried his point, even as one when he is dividing — 


the ſpoil, 1 Kings xxi. 18. 19. 
Thus the caſe of the afflicted lowly grnera- 
tion proſpering, is ſtated. Now, 
IV. Iam to confirm the doctrine of the de- 
eine of the text, That the caſe of the former 
is better than the latter. It is better to be in a 
low afflicted condition, with the ſpirit humbled 
and brought down to the lot, than to be of a 
proud and high ſpirit, getting the lot brought 
up to it, and matters go to will and wiſh, ac- 


cording to one's mind. This will appear: from M 


the following conſiderations: 

I. Humility is ſo far preferable to pride, that 
in no circumſtances whatſoever its preferable- 
nels can fail. Let all the afflictions in the world 
attend the humble ſpirit, and all the proſperity 
in the world attend pride, humility will Kill! 


have 
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have the better; as gold in a dunghill is more 


excellent than fo much lead in a cabinet. For, 


1. Humility is a piece of the image of God. 


Pride is the maſter- piece of the image of the 


Devil. Let us view him who was the expreſs 


imäge of the Father's perſon, and we ſhall be- 


hold him meek and lowly in heart, Mat. x1. 29. 


None more afflicted, yet his ſpirit perfectly 
brought down to his lot, Iſa. lin. 7. He was |} 
eppreſſed, and he was affiified, yet he opened not his 
mouth. That is a ſhining piece of the divine 
image: for though God cannot be low in reſ- 
Pect of his ſtate and condition, yet he is of in- 


finite condeſcenſion, Iſa. lvii. 13. None bears 


as he, Rom. ii. 4. nor ſuffers patiently ſo much 
contradiction to his will, which is propoſed to 
us for our encouragement in affliction, as it 
ſhone in Chriſt, For conf? der him that endured ſuch | 
contradittion of f | nners againſt himſelf, leji ye be 


 wearied and faint in your minds, Heb. x11. 3. 
Pride, on the other hand, is the very image 
of the devil, 1 Lim. iii. 6. Will we value our- 


| ſelves on the height of our ſpirits ? Satan will ” 
vie with the higheſt of us in that point; for 
_ though he is the moſt miſerable he is the proud= \ 


eſt in the whole creation. There is the greateſt 


diſtance between his ſpirit and his lot; the | 
former is as high as the throne. of God, the 


5 latter as low as hell: and as it is impoſſible 
that ever his lot ſhould be brought up to his 


{pirit ; ; lo his ſpirit will never come down. to his 
„„ 


2 
gy 
= 
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lot: aid therefore he will be cternatly' in 2 ſtate 4 
of war with his lot. Hence, even at this time, 


he has no reſt, but goes about, ſeeks reſt indeed, 


uy finds none. 


Now, is it not better b to be nie God, than 
like the devil; like him who is the fountain 


1 


of all good, than him who 1s the ſpring and fink 6 


of all evil? Can any thing poſſibly caſt the ba- 
| lance here, and turn the preference to the other 


fide? Then better 11 is to be of an bumble ſpirit * ww 


with the lowly, Ic. 


2. Humility and lowlineſs of ſpirit qualify 
us for friendly communion and intercourte with 
God in Chriſt. Pride makes God our enemy, 
1 Peter v. 5. Our happineſs here and hereafter 


depenls upon_our friendly intercourſe_with 


heaven. If we have not t that, nothing can 
make up our loſs, Pſal. xxx. 5, If we have 


that, nothing can make us miſerable, Rom. 


VII. 1. God be for us, who can be againſt us? 
Now, who are they whom God is for, but the 


humble and lowly? They who being in Chriſt, 5 
are ſo made like him. He bleſſes them, md 


| declares them the heirs of the crown of glory. 


Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the king- 


dom of heaven, Mat. v. 3. He will look to 


them, be their condition never fo low, while he 


overioolis others, Iſa. Ixvi. 2. He will have- 


reſpect to them, however they be deſpiſed : 


 Thourh the Lord be high, yet hath he reſpect to the 


lowly : but rhe ee he knoweth afar w Pſal. 
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1 cxxxvlii. 85 He will dwell with them bene, | 


ver poorly they dwell, Iſa. lvii. 15. He will 
certainly exalt them in due time, however low 


they lay now, Ifa. Ix. 4. 


Whom is he againſt? Whom Jors he reſiſt? 
The. proud. Them he curſeth, Jer. xvii. 5. 
and that curſe will dry up their arm at length, 

The proud man is God's rival; he makes him- 


ſelf his own God, and would have thoſe about 3 
him make him 1 too; he rages, he blu. 


ſters if they will not fall down before him. 
But God will bring him down, Iſa. xl. 4. Pal. | 
| Xyiii, 27. 
__ Now is it not better to be qualified for com- 
1 munion with God, than to have him engaged TE 


8 A us at any rate? 7 . 
N Humility is a duty pleaſing to God. pride : 


is a fin pleaſing to the devil, Ifa. lvii. 13. 


Tim. 11. 6. God requires us to be humble, 


eſpecially under affliction—ard be cloathed with 
humility, x.Pet Va 6s; 6. That is our becom- | 


LE ing garment. The humble Publican was ac- | 


cepted, the proud Phariſee rejected. We may 
| ſay of the generation of the proud, as 1 Theſh, 
ii. 16. Wrath is come upon them to the uttermoſt. 


They pleaſe neither God nor men, but only 
theniſelves and ſatan, whom they reſemble in it. 


No duty is better than ſin at any rate. 


II. They whoſe ſpirits are brought down to 


3 their afflicted lot, have much quiet and repoſe 5 
N of ; 


of mind; while the proud, that muſt have their 
lot brought up to their mind, have much diſ- 
quiet, trouble, and vexation. Conſider here, — 
that, on the one hand, — 
1. Quiet of mind, and eaſe within, is a great _ | 
| blefling, upon which the comfort of life de- 
pends. Nothing without this can make our 
lives happy, Dan. v. 6. And where this is 
maintained nothing can make it miſerable, 
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4 


John xvi. 33. This being ſecured in God, : 
 *there is a defiance bid to all the troubles { = 

world, fal. xvi. 2, 3; 4. Like the child Fal. 

ing in the midſt of the rolling waves. 

2. The ſpirit brought down to the lot makes | 
and maintains this tranquility. All our troubie 
in our lot in the world, ariſeth from the diſagree- 
ment of our mind therewith; let the mind be 
brought to the lot, and the whole tumult-is in- 

ſtantly huſht; let it be kept in that diſpoſition, 1 
| 


and the man ſhall ſtand at eaſe in his affliction, 
like a rock unmoved with the waters beating 
on it, Col. iii. 15. And let the peace of God rue | 
your . to the which alſo ye are called SD 
98 the other hand conſiderr,, 5 
I. What diſquict of mind che proud do ſuf. 1 
r ere they can get their lot brought up to their i 
mind.——T hey have taught their tongue to ſpeak | 
| lies, and they weary themſelves to commit iniquity, © 
Jer ix, g. James iv. 2, Ye luſt and have not: he 
kill, and deſire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight 
and war, 'yet ye have net. What arrows of 
3 e 9 - 


ts 
| 
| 
Il 


„ 5 
grief go through their heart? What torture of 
anxiety, fretting and vexation muſt they en- 


dure? What contrary paſſions do fight within 


them? And what ſallies of paſſions do they 
make? What uneaſineſs was {amen in, before 


he could carry the point of his revenge againſt | 


Merdecai, obtaining the King's decree ! OE 
2. When the thing is got to their mind, it 
will not quit the coſt. The enjoyment thereof 
brings not ſo much ſatis faction and pleaſure, as 
the want of it gave pain. This was evident in 
Kachael's caſe as to the having of children; and 


in another caſe, Pſal. Ixxviii. 30, 31. There is a | 


dead fly in the ointment that mars the ſavour _ 
they expeclcd to find in it. Fruit pluckt off 
the tree of providence, ere it is ripe, will readily 


ſet the teeth on edge. It proves like the manna | 


| kept over night, Exod. xvi. 20. 


) 3. They have but an unſure hold of it, it 3 
doth not laſt with them. Either it is taken from 
them ſoon, and they are juſt where they were 


aza'n, I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him 
away in my wrath, Hol. x11. 11. having a root 
of pride, it quickly withers away; or elſe they 


are taken from it, that they have no acceſs ro 
enjoy it. So Haman obtained the decree, but 


ere the day of the execution came he was gone. 

III. They that get their {p.rits brought down 
to their afflicted lot, do gain a point far more 
valuable than they who in their pride force up 
their lot to their mind, Prov. xvi. 32. Ie that 
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Wo s flow to anger, is better than he mighty: and he 
that ruleth his ſpirit, than he that taketh a city. 
__ This will appear, if ye conſider, 
I. The latter makes but a better condition 
in outward things, the former makes a better 
man. The life is more than meat. The man 
himſelf is more valuable than all external con- 
veniencies that attend him. What therefore 
betters the man is far preferable to what betters 
only his condition. Who doubts, but where 
two are ſick, and the one gets himſelf tranſ- 
ported from a coarſe bed to a fine one, but the 
_ ſickneſs ſtill remaining, the other lies Rill in the 
_ coarſe bed, but the ſickneſs is removed, that the 
caſe of the latter is preferable ? So, Sc. 
The ſubduing of our own paſſions | is more 
excellent than to have the whole world ſubdued. 
to our will: for then we are maſters of our- 
ſelves, according to that, Luke xxi. 19. 
Whereas in the other caſe, we are ſtill laves to 
the worſt of maſters, Rom. vi. 16. In the one 
_ Caſe we are ſafe, blow what ſtorm will, in the 
other we lay expoled to thouſands of dangers, 5 
Prov. xxv. 2. He that hath no rule over bis own 
ſpirit, is like a city that is broken down end doit h- 
cut cwalls; - | i 
© Loft. When both ſhall come to be adn. — 
it will appear the one has multiplied the tale of 
their good works, in bringing their ſpirit to 
their lot; the other the tale of their ill works, 
in bringing their lot to their pin. We have 
a | 1000 
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to do with an omniſcient God, in whole _ 
eyes every internal action is a work good or -- 
bad, to be reckoned for, Rom. ii. 16. 5 
An afflicted lot is painful, but, where it is 
well managed, it is very fruitful, it exerciſes the 
_ graces of the ſpirit in a chriſtian, which other- 
wiſe would lay dormant, But there is neveran 
act of reſignation to the will of God under the 
Croſs, nor an act of truſting 1 in him for his help, | 
but they will be recorded in heaven's regiſter as 
good works, Mal. iii. 16. And theſe are occa- 


; / honed by affliction. 


On the other hand, chere is never a riſing f 
the proud heart againſt the lot, nor a faithleſfſss 
attempt to bring it 26 our mind, Whether! it ſuc- 
: 850 or not, but it paſſes for an ill work before 
N How then will the tale of ſuch be mul- 
ahi by the war in which the ſpoil is divided? 
Z ne Of information. Hence may we learn, 


It is not always beſt for men to get their 


ot many there are who cannot be pleaſed 
with God's will about them, and they get their 
_ own will with a vengeance, Pſal. Ixxxi. 11, 12. 
"Ifrael would none of me. So I gave them up to 
_ «their own heart's luſt ; and they wwalked in their 
own counſels, It may be Pleaſanteſt and grate- 


fulleſt for the time, but it is not the ſafeſt. Let 


not people pride themſelves in their carrying 
things that way then by ſtrong hand, let t em 


not triumph on ſuch victory; the after-reckon- — | 


5 ing will open their 1 055 
2. The 5 
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2. The afflicted croſſed party, whoſe lot is 
kept low, is ſo far from being a loſer, that he 
is a gainer thereby, if his ſpirit is brought down 
to it. And if he will ſee his caſe in the light 
of God's unerring word, he is in better caſe than 
if he had got all carried to his mind. In the 
one way the veſſels of wrath are fitted for de- 

ſtruction, Pſal. Ixxviii. 29, 30, 31. In the other 


the veſſels of mercy are fitted for glory, and ſo 5 


God diſciplines his own, Lam. iii. 27. 
Laſtly, It is of far greater concern for us to 
get our ſpirits brought down than our outward 
condition raiſed. But who believes this? All 
men ſtriye to raiſe their outward condition; 
moſt men never mind the bringing down of 
their ſpirits, and few there are who apply them- 
| ſelves to it. And what is that but to be con- 


cerned to miniſter drink to the thirſty ſick, but 


never mind to ſeek a cure for them, whereby Y 
their thirſt may be carried off. bs 

% II. As you meet with croſſes in your 
lot in the world, let your bent be rather to get 
your ſpirit humbled and brought down, than to 
get the croſs removed. I mean not but that ye / 


may uſe all lawful means for the removal of 


yourcrols, in dependence on God; but only | 
tft vd be more concerned to get your ſpirit F\ 

to bow and ply, than to get the crook in your 

lot evened. 

Aſotive I. It is far more needful for us to 
have our ſpirits humbled under the croſs, than 
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to have the croſs removed. The removal of - - 
the croſs is needful only for the eaſe of the 


fleſh, the humbling for the profit of our ſouls, | 


t purify them and bring them into a ſtare " BR 
health and cure. 
II. The humbling of the ſpirit will hve a 
5 mighty good effect on a croſſed lot, but the re- 
moval of the croſs will have none on the un- 
humbled ſpirit. The humbling will lighten 
the crols mightily for the time, Mat. xi. | 
and in due time carry it cleanly off, 1 Pet. v. 
6. But the removal of the croſs is not a means 
to humble the unhumbled; tho? it may prevent TT 


irritation, yet the diſeaſe {till remains, 
Laſtly, Think with yourſelves how dan- 


gerous and hopeleſs a caſe it is to have the croſs 
removed ere the ſpirit is humbled, that is, to 
have the means of cure pulled away and blocks | 


up from us, while the power of the diſcaſe is 
yet anbraken to be taken off trials ere we have 


given any good proof of ourſelves, and ſo to 
be given over of our Phyſician as hopeleſs, If. = 


1. 5. Hoſea iv. 17. Do 
For direction, believing the poſpel, take God 


for your Gad in Chriſt Towards your eternal 


ſalvation, and then dwell much on the thoughts 


of God's greatneſs and holineſs, and of your 
own ſinfulneſs, ſo will ye be humbled under 
the miglity hand of God, ang. in due time he 
will lift you up. 


1 


